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DIRECTOR

Deca. L7, 1946

Mr. F. W. Kehl,
Sheldon, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Kehl:

I want to thank you for sending me a copy of the little
"book which you have publjshed about the Town of Sheldon.
I like the way in which jt is done, particu}arly the
information about the people and the happenings of the

past.

I am also very much interested to know about the Sheldon
Historical Society. For some reason there has been no
information in this office about the Sheldon Historical
Society. The fact that you give information about it on
page 3 of the booklet is’very helpful to us. I am glad

S E Uy o e T eNnEpis it rieisdidie it

lion't you please fill in the inclosed form so that we may
have here more accurate information about your Society?

I am inclosing also some immaterials relsting to the

Council of Historical Societies which was formed during

this past year. We should be very happy to have the Sheldon
Historical Society join in with other societies of the

State in making the Council a going concern.

With best wishes for a lerry Christmas, I am

Sincerely yours,
el

ALBERT B. COREY,;) s
State Historlian

C-D
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1st r ‘ize, $20

Sp &cial Donation, 10 Cents No. 4210

Every school in the Diocese of
Buffalo has been urged to estab-
lish.a Catholic Civies Club by Very~
Rev. Msgr. Sylvester J. Holbel,
diocesan superintendent of schools.

In -a letter to principals of
gchools in the diocege, Msgr. Holbel
noted that the ‘basic objective of
the Civies Clubs is to build right
attitudes in children through train—
ing in Christian social principals.”™

The 1952-53 program of the
Cathelic Civics Clubs, Msgr. Holbel
declared, “will be an invaluable aick
in achieving that sound objective.””

American Citizenghip of the Cath -
olic University of America, the
clubs foster training for good citi-
zenship among students of the up—
per elementary grades,

Civics Clubs Urged in
All Catholic Schools

Sponsored by the Commission oxz

GRAND PRIZES

GIE CIUMIACS HGREIUERIGHEH
SHELDON, N.Y.

$50 IN GOLD

2nd Prize, $15  3rd Prize, $10  4th Prize, $5

Picnic, Wednesday, August 23, 1933

=

THE UNION AND ECHO

Since 1946 the Commission has
granted official charters to nearly
5,000 Civics Clubs. These organ-
izations cover all the 48 states as
svell as Alaska, Canada, Puerto
Rico, and the Virgin Islands.

This year the Commission on
American Citizenship has set up
for the clubs a program of study
and ~gction umder the general
theme, “Know Your Neighborhood,
Help Your Neighbor.”

Individual projects will deal with
helping newcomers in the com-
munity, safety, comservation, the
problem of surplus population in
some areas, and U. S, immigration
policies, ¢

During: 'October Civies Club

members will conduct an intensive
“get-out-the-vote” campaign,
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i The builder is a simple wand

With sheathing wane--scarce shutting,
| The material which he has at hand

f Is better though, than nothing.
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INTRODUCTION

It was a long-cherished hope that an associ-
ated citizenry would unite in a combined co-operative
effort to revive and memorize in a compendious, gquaint
and homely edition, fitting the times and environments
of the era, to which their descendants harken back
with intense interest.

The rapidly decimating numbers of the pioneer
settlers became increasingly apparent, and the void in
our economy threatened to send graced memories to ob-
livion. It was then that the call for action became
virile and an Historical Society was organized.

The author of this Treatise was elected Pres-
ident, and from there stems the source of this project.
Our Society is inert, we have accumulated copy for a

manual, but have no funds.

It is by the irony of fate, that at the sun-
set of life, this opportunity is seized upon, to save
a worthy cause in private endeavor.

At this epochal turn of generations, we owe
a debt to posterity, wherein we shall not fail them.

Pusilaninity is the thief of all time.

Time and tide wait for no man.

The reactionaries, like in the case of Ful-
ton's steamboat, are everpresent.

The tabling artifice is usually fraugt with
partisan bias, and 1s received with suspicilon.

On the heritage of a valiant ancestry we are
steadfast in our adherance to the home, for which
they lived and wrought and fought. Our comforts are
rooted in the home, they are inseparable.

The modernistic transcurrent trend, is a
roaming, homeless 1ife, in which the intrinsic human
values are never known. Let us build, not a house,
but a home, founded on the loyalty of an ancestry
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with a valient tradition and history, and avoid the
luring pitfalls incumbent upon a transcurrent people.

There are biographical conditions which for
ethical considerations are not compatible with or
amenable to the promptings of history, and therefor
must be relegated to the realm of tradition.

Although the region of which these pages
treat, covering our township, i1s not known as having
been particularly conspicuous, 1t has priority in the
matter of settlement and early industry, and was con-
temporarily noted as a frontier outpost.

our effort has been to facilitate a practical
conception of the realities upon which our environ-
ments are a sequence, and to which 1s thus attributeq
a pertinent transcending significance.

The History of Sheldon as regards our purpose
begins with the advent of the First Settlers in 1804
who constituted a frontier settlement in the primitive
wilds remote by scores of miles from dependable bases

of supplies.

No phase of contemporary history dealing with
frontier life is so inadequate, as 1s the portrayal of
fact regarding privation and want, of which nothing
short of living it, can convey a proper estimate.

It is to the founders of the institutions of
our native township, and in recognition of their
valorous deeds, that we dedicate this work, as a mem-
orial to thelr memory, and as an expedient to emulate

their example.

In presenting this work to a distinguished
reading public, whose interests are ours, we recog-
nize the responsibility of our trust. Our aim to
maintain a truthful and kindly tone of presentatlon,
was our fondest hope.

We bespeak for ourselves in return, the same
frankness in evaluating the work, that permeated the

sentiments of the narrators. .
The Author

SUPREME AUTHORITY

!

SHELDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

On Feb. 22, 1927, an historical society was
organized in the town of Sheldon, for the collection,
preservation and publication of material for a his-
tory of the town of Sheldon. On Tuesday P.M. there
was a meeting held in the Masonic Hall at Varysburg.
F. W. Embt acted as chairman. The following officers
were elected: President, F., W. Kehl; vice-president,
W. D. Goodrich; secretary and treasurer, Mrs. George
McQuilkin; historian, F. W. Embt; directors, Eli
George, Mrs. Jennie Warner, Theodore Kirsch. The or-
ganization was incorporated. It is under the auspices
of this organization that material has accumulated and
copy prepared and typed, so that by community co-
operation, the published Manual was anticipated.

SUPREME AUTHORITY

We offer this insignia of the Eternal Triune
God and Creator in solemn protest of the world-engulf-
ing pagan cult of man's selfsufficiency, without de-
pendence upon God, whom they so flagrantly ignore,
while if God did not keep them and thelr mysterious
faculties, functioning, they would not know that they
are existing. The conflict of man with his Creator
has manifested itself with varying intensity in
former age. The consequences are known but not heed-
ed. Let us unite to use our cultural progress in the
interests of our welfare.



THE SOCIETY'S TRIBUTE TO
THE UNNAMED PIONEER

We are listing a decimated
number of pioneer settlers of each
locality whom we are able to recall.
We regret that we can not pay homage
to the great majority by identifica-
tion in name, but we will dedicate a
page to their interests in our com-
mon cause and to commemorate their
part 1in the pioneering effort and to
compensate for our apparent neglect.

The Authors

MISCELLANEOUS

A movement was in progress in the 20ies of
this century to organize a Historical Society in the
Town of Sheldon, which originated and was promoted
and sponsored by Miss Hariette Calkins, Editor of
The Sheldon Democrat. She was interested in local
historical research and was an accomplished and re-
sourceful composer. To her must be given the credit
and honor of having recognized the void in our indus-
trial economy whose history threatened to lapse into
oblivion.

Equally noteworthy and of importance is the
aild and support given the movement by Dr. and Mrs.
George McQuilkin, particularly Mrs. McQuilkin, who
offered her car in furtherance of the cause of his-
torical research. The society is indebted to her for
her generosity and kindness.

Through the medium of The Sheldon Democrat, a
meeting was called and the society was organized in
1027 and was incorporated. The state historian did
his part well to help us, but we lapsed. No history
was forthcoming, but an abundance of material for a
volume has accumulated. Will we see it published?

An extended and varied summary of events is the basis
of our history. Reasoning from cause to effect and
vice versa, it spontaneously gives a perspective of
the whole, even better than written history. These
are the attending processes from which we derive a
true picture of the realties involved.




PROLOGUE

Historians are not born, nor are they made
by appointment, but by experience, study and research.

A natural aptitude to discern and to memorize,
is a pre-eminent attribute to achieve even a moderate

success.
His opportunity to elaborate, within the realm
of truth is his greatest asset.

History is an intangible thing created in t?e
mind and founded in the natural and moral law. It 1is
flexible and subject to error.

The preface is the blueprint of our structure.
Through the course of years we have prepared many,
none have been satisfactory. Our aim is high, our 3
purpose sincere, none other will do in this ?urbglezt~
age. A vicious cycle has hit the earth and 1§ tdie-
ening to get out of hand. The world harmony 18 tion
rupted, its mechanism is in the throes of destruch 1é
The majesty of the law is a dead letter and anarchy

the dreaded threat.

Human artifices to sustain selfsufficien?y,
endured only so long as to prove thelr gtter futll—er
ity. Human selfsufficiency never prevailed and nev
will. The word--"Agnostic" is now omitted from the
dictionary because it 1is considered obsolete. Like-
wise, the cult of believing is obsolete. But we
know to our travail that we can get no further, be-
cause we are losing the earth from beneath us. The
war that is now in the making will mark the te}ling
tale. The Eternal God doesn't change nor do ?1§ Im-
mutable Laws. Unless we, like the penitant Ninivites
return to Him and obey His Laws, will we be spared.

CONQUEST

After the elapse of 143 years since the first
settlers set foot on Sheldon soil, and all pioneer
settlers had long since passed on with traditions
heading for oblivion, we are awakening to the call
of our title page: "From whence do we proceed?" It
has presently in the third and fourth generation be-
come virtually impossible to do justice in an at-
tempt to describe the adventure, deprivation, isola-
tion and hardships endured by the first settlers in
a primative, heavily timbered forest. It must be
experienced in order to be adequately appraised.

The roaring, bawling ox-teams driven through fire,
coal and flame to pile the burning timbers is a hor-
rible memory.

To divide a bushel of corn in the center and
hang 1t over the shoulder, carry it 5 miles to the
waterdriven mill, was sweet in the thought that they
had the corn and the bag.

Burial spots were marked with slabs from the
fields. Hay was snaked in on skids. The cultivated
crops were hand hoed, the clearing was done by the
axe.

The equipment was all on a par. Any attempt
to describe the situation is preposterous. It is
the purpose of recorded history to preserve human
values and interests to posterity. The
energy on the hilly and rocky farms of New England
for two hundred years, transferred to the fertile
lands of Western New York was the prelude to the
conquest of the Great West. While Western New York
rapldly developed into the granary of the country,
her sons were surveying in western states. The mar-
velous effort and energy put forth in the rapid ex-
pansion and development of the settlement is the
proof of their metal. . No achievement in modern
times can exceed their triumph. Theirs is the pri-
ority and is fundamental.






