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STRYKERSVILLE BREWERY
Scene in the 1880's. Destroyed by fire, 1909,

Where the headwaters of Buffalo” Creek begin their north and
westward flow from the township of Java into Sheldon, the village of
Strykersville spreads its mile-long street along Route 78, A com=
munity of some 500 persons today, in name, & memorial to & pioneer
who first cleared the forest at the site %go years ago.

(continued on page
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STRYKERZVILLE SEETCHES (cont,)

Gar rett Stryker came in the year 1808 frem FKichfield, Otsego
County, M. ¥., purchased from the landed proprietors of Zhetdon a
lot of land contelning 360 acres at §2.25 per acre, This plot was
In the extrems southwestern portion of the township along the pre-
sent Factory Road, running west from the village, and included por-
tions of the Charles Keem farm and westward., By means of an axe he
cut a tiny opening in the forest where he bullt a shanty on the bank
of Buffelo Creek, morth of where the Strykersville Cheese factory
later stood. In 1810, so states the family record, he moved wilth
his family, conslsting of 8 wife end elght children., The youngest
child, called Martin, was carrled by hia mother on horasback a part
of the way, After preparing & =mall plece of land the father was
taken 111 and his wife sowed 1t to wheat, harvested 1t with a sickle
and threshed it on a blanket.

Cne morning the ring of an axe sounded through the vast forast,
8 walcome break in the atillnesas and loneliness of the wild. frontier.
Upon followin the sound te its spurce, Mr, 2tryker found he had a
neighbor, a Mr, Clifford, on the present farm of Elmer Torge, on
Route Tﬁ, about 14 mliles to the west, At the =zite of the village
that same year, 1808, Willlam BRichardsen and Phlleo Stephens  are
listed as the only other resisents, Stephens lived opposite to the
Strykers on the west side of the road about one-fourth mile north of
the center of the village. Mr, Richardson located hils home where
Leonard Holmea now resides at the south end of the community. Tim-
othy Kirby, a very early arrival,located about one-fourth mile south
of the Baptiat Chureh on the weat slde of the road. Calvin Rogera,
another ploneer, came in 1811,

Garrett, founder of the settlement, found it necessary to go to
mill at present Griffin's Mills in Erle County, a distance of 15
miles, marked partly by blazed trees. This wes a 'four-day trip,
During one of his early trips to mlll, provisions gave out at home
and the mother curdled milk and crumbled 1n maple sugar to appease
the hunger of her little ones, Religlous meetings were hsald in thelr
log house and she and her son Joseph were baptized in 1819 by the
Rev, Hsrmeon, the firast baptlsm that wes administered in Strykera-
ville., S2aloma Stryker, the mother, was the "minlstering angel" to
the sparsely settled region; it was she who nursed the sick, encour-
aged the fallen, and asslsted when death visited a cabln home,

Wnen the Sheldon militia was alerted into asctive duty during
the War of 1812, Garrett Stryker marched with his neighbors to the
defenses of the Niagara frontier. For years after the war the family

(continued on page 99)
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preserved a cennon ball which Stryker picked up at Buffalo the time
it burned, He saw it rolling on the ground; it having been shot over
from Canada, When the first postoffice was established in the new
settlement, the village and office tock the name of its picneer., On
hls stone, now fallen, it says of him, "The first settler of this
village upon which he had the honor of conferring his name." He died
June 16, 1845, at the ripe age of 77, Mrs, Stryker died February 26,
1841, aged 6l years, Beside them, in the pioneer burying ground,
were buried three children, two desughters and the son, Joseph, who
died June 26, 1828, when but 31 years old. His epitaph, reflecting
the sentiments of the bereaved, states

"This to the tomb her dearest half consigned
Two tender pledges by his side resigned
Afflicting is the widowed mother's fate,
Alas to mourn her offspring and her mate."

Of a family of twelve children born to Garrett and Salmoa, the
last surviving son was Martin, almost a llfe-long resident of the
community who lived just west of the creek beyond his father's old
home. Martin's wife was Chloe Sykes, a native of Rutland, Vt.,, who
came tc a farm north of Strykersvilie with her parents in 1816, Her
family suffered the privations of pioneer living; the mother died
when Chloe was seven years old, one of six children of whom the old-
est was but twelve years, and the youngest three months of age,
Neighbors furnished milk for the babe and if thils wes likely to fail
they substituted the Indian crust toasted and dropped 1n water,
Their beef was venison, when they were fortunate encugh to kill a
deer, their mutton was the racoon, their veal the wocdchuck, their
preserves were thorn espples and mandrakes, When Martin and Chloe
were married in 1835, they began housekeeping in a log home,replaced
six years later by a frame house,

(continued on page 100)
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STRYKERSVILLE SKETCHES (cont.)

& The Changing Scene

Only fragments of information survive relative to Strykers=-
ville's formative years, According to the 1810 census, but .three,
were living at the site, namely Mr. Stryker, Daniel H, Wooster and
Lemuel Castle, It is ' known thet Shadrack Harris was postmaster in
1830, and three years later total receipts at the office were $9.03
for a . twelve-month period. It 1s said that the firat grist mill,
erected on the west side of the village and run by water power was
built in 1820 by James Arnold, Calvin Kelsey, and John Wares, Back
in 181k, Celvin Rogers and Jacob Turner had erected a sawmill. The
first distillery, operated by Mr, Richardson, stood opposite his old
home, while the first stock of goods was brought in during 1827 by
Isaac Bronson,

In 1836, it is stated the community had a grist mill, e carding
and cloth dressing mill, tavern, two stores and 15 dwellings. Seven
yvyears later the Congregational and Baptist churches had been erected,
and the saw mill was in operation,

By the midcentury, the community included more than a score of
homes along its main street, two blackamith shops, & wagon shop,
three saw mills at water sites in the vicinity, a store at the core
ner of Plant Road and Main, a grist mill in operation at the foot of
the hill on the road to the present cemeteries, a tennery, & school
at the site of the present building, two churches with parsonages,
end & postoffice, Strykersville became & busy trading center by the
Civil War days, had added a brewery and hotel to its business estsb-

= lishments, offered the products of a shoemaker, cooper shop, harness
shop, and three emporiums offered wares, .

The late Howard B, Bennion, Arcade, who 1lived in the village
from 1876 to 1919, prepared & memo of recollections some years be=-
fore his death in 1951, Then, as now, the village  limits extended
ebout & mile, going south into the . Town of -Java about one-fourth of

A mile; the center being at the location af.ifbs..diebriet school and
the two portions being known &s Up Town and Down Town., Thergoriginal
frame school, long inudequate, wes replaced by the present. two-room
building, the old building wes sola at auction and bought ‘by. the In-
dependent Order of Good Templers, lsmg from: them passed into the pos-
session of the 0dd Fellows. Several yedrs.later,.the store keeper
at East Arcade purchased the bullding, demolished it ‘and rebullt
there and donated the Strykersv¥ile 1&H4 co /St Mary's Church, Mr,
Bennion remembered that the site of the 2Qathidtic ohyrch and school
was an open space, and opposite, his father, OwéficBennidér, erected a
hardware store, a dwelling and barn, The hardware contlfues in op-
eration and includes the village post office. Three-guarters of a
century ago, leading business men were Peter Reisdorf, who ran & saw
mill, cider mill, and cooper shop, and Jlater a grist mill, all by
steam power, Enos P, Clapp ren a sash and blind factory on the Wales
Road (Route 78), his power being created by a team of horses travel-
ing on a large round wooden wheel or platform set at an angle; this

: (continued on pase 101)
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STRYKERSVILLE SKETCHES (cont,)

coNasKaAYiona, CHuUneEN

OLD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Society organized 1825, Building dedicated
in 1835, Torn down during 1914

property wes used by seversl enterprises sfter Mr, Clapp, and wound
up also as a cider mill, By the Civil War period, Thomas Battendorf,
2 brewer from France established a beer-making business at the north
end of the village. On April 10, 1870, the brewery, and adjacent
house burnea at a loss of $7,000. It was rebuilt soon after by John
Metzer or Frank Glaser at a cost of more than §9,000 for a hotel,
barns and other bulldings. There was a large hop yard on the prop-
erty. Beer was peddlea in eights, quarters and halves as far east
as Hermitage, north to Cowlesville, south to Arcade, and west to Sar=-
dinia., The product was aged in large hogsheads in deep cellars, some
one-half mile in length; ice was always put up in the winter in ice
houses, packed in sawdust, and when the season was mild with little
ice forming, the brewery would cut snow banks into squares to.store
in the cellars to save the ice crop. Mr, Glaser continued operation
of the brewery until August 13, 1909, when again f'ire swept the large
hotel and brewery; nothing remained but the hotel sign., The brewery
(continued on page 102)
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was rebullt and flourlshed but a brief time untll Prohibition cloaed
its doors forever, Lastly, the bulldings were used as a GLF branch
of the Java Villege feed mill, then cleosed. Clder was made there
seasonally also, Today, the edifice remains untenated, a rmte re-
minder of a colorful loeal industry.

Richardson, Beebe Co., East Aurora, erected s large chesese fac-
tory by the 1BB0's, end was reported to have made 55 tons of cheese
soon after it was put Into operaticon. It was then one of six such
factories 1n BSheldon, The Strykersville plant was quite properly
located on the north bank of Buffalo Creek on Flant Street (named
for a ploneer famlly). The old store at the corner of Maln and Fark
(now Ferry)}, waa first run by Hall & Stephens {(within Mr, Bennion's
memory), then by Joseph Stanten, a former Supervlsor, next by Avery
& Fishar, John J. Challis and others, This stors carried a general
line of dry goods &nd grocerles and ran s peddllng cart on the road
four days a week summers only. Up Town had an undertaker and cabl-
net maker by the name of Pnili Humbert, who looked after Catheolle
people mostly. On April 24, lﬂg a fira broke out in his place of
business. Mr, Humbert helped hia wife and two a8mall children from
the second floor, went back to get hlis papers, and fell through the
floer and was burned to death. During the same blaze the harness
shop and barn of B, M. Warner were destroyed,

Joseph Filsher's boot and shoe shop was a busy place in those
days and he employed two or more helpers; Mrs. 5. A, Case made hats
and bormnets for the ladiea; Truman Royce ran a marble shop, no gran-
ite was used but marble and grey stone for bases and slabs; Amos
Fuller's blacksmith shop, sbout where the Leglon bullding now stands,
had stocks for shoeing oxen &= those animals had to be 1ifted by
theae timberas in order to sahoe them, An apple evaporator works was
put Into operation on Flent street just west of the corner; it was =&
sort of stock company and survived many yeara; in 1881, for exemple,
1t took in twelve tona of dried apples, Just east of Ploneer Ceme-
tery, on Perry Road, was a marble shop owned by a Germasn. North of
the village 1s Dutech Hollow Creek, which makes pleturesque Johnson's
Falls, end here was located an Impertant shingle mill,

The Tewn Hall

Reaidents of the wvillage declded to bulld & Town Hall, funds
being ralsed by subacrlptlon and steck was given to subscrlbers at
the value of $10. per share, The bullding became a two-story affalr,
the firat f'loor was rented to any and all kinda of shows and enter-
tainmenta; the upper floor was rented to the Good Templera untill
they bought the old school house, then the Macabeesa moved in tobe
followed by the 0dd Fellows until they too moved to the old acheol.
The Hall did not succeed and was sold for debts, and a part made 1ln-
to the apple evaporator and other bulldings., Across the street was
the community'™s tln shop, started by X. Marzelf, and IiIn the upper
floor a photographer made +tin types and other photos; the bullding
became & dwelling sand meat market. Mr. Bennien remembered many of

(continued on page 103)
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STRYKERSVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH
Founded in 1808. Organized as a
Separate Church, 1827. Present

Building Completed 1839

the emporiums of trade in the center of the village opposite the
Baptist Church and extending down Mill street to the cemeteries,
Carrieges, sleighs and wagons were turned out by two shops, one run
by L. M. Fox. The Chester W, Davis general store carried a large
stock and did & lucrative business, being successively operated by
W. R, Hoy, Watson Brothers and R. J. Watson. This is now the Dole
store, Main and Mill streets,

On the southwest corner of Main and Mill stood the old Andrew
Kuster hardware and tin shop and Dutch grocery under the same pro-
prietorship where foods and beer were sold., Mr, Kuster erected a new
store which contained the postoffice, and he was elected as Super-
visor of the town; a son, Andrew J, Kuster, succeeded in business
until he sold his stock to Owen Bennion, who was conducting a hard-
ware store opposite the Catholic Church. A new blackamith shop stood
near the Baptist Church, run by S. Petz and later by Petz & Daniels,
Also opposite the Baptist Church was a ssloon &nd near by a hotel
run by B, Marzolf, later by Michael Kirsch; the saloon was operated
by William Simons, South of the hotel was another carriage shop,
the last place of business until Owen & Howard Bennion built and op-
erated a furniture store later selling carriages, wagons, farm tools,
fertilizers, etc, Howard Bennion succeeded as owner and continued
its operation until 1919.

(continued on pege 104)
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Mill Street, dropping sharply from Main and going west to crosa
Buffalo Creek, was & beehive of induatry for several generations.
Conrad Hyman ran a grist and saw milll near the ereek, and during the
early 1880's renovated the establishment at a cost of $5,000 to the
extent that his prist mill had a capaclty for grinding L0 bushels a
day, and besides excellent waterpower hdd a ateam engine for contin-
gent use, The Industry was later known as C, Hyman % 3Sona, Like so
many small town industries, 1t was burned not many yeara ago and not
rebullt due to changing economic econditions, MAeross the creek was a
aooper shop whose h%ﬂtﬂ?ﬁ went back to Civll War deya or earlier,and
one of the best-remembered proprietora was FPeter Herrmann.

Some Lore of the Village

Every village has a history of humor and pathos, and an event
which Mr, Bennlon well remembered cecurred in a little Duteh grocery
up on Plant 3treet. The proprletor was Henry Mertges., Thia was a
favorlite hangout for men who had time to spare, time to speculate on
the problems of the day, ears to cateh the latest blt of gossip, and
Inelinations to hateh plots on innncent victims, The story is that
the grocer got in & nice supply of small smoked hama, the aromsa from
which was so enticing that aopetites must be asatisfied by hook or
eronlk., The best approach was deemed to be that of tresting the pro-
prietor to a generous supply of loecal and Imported brew,and when hia
powera of observation were dulled to enjoy a femst. No aconer plan-
ned than accomplished. The hama, erackera and other dalnties wanished
while the grocer played an unwitting hoat.

Recovering from the deceptlon, Mr, Mertgzes vowed to even things
up. Guietly he bought up a number of dope, killed them and amoked
the hama. When all was ready, he passed ».:; word that he had just
gotten in another nilee supply of homa, The asme gang gathered as
befora, the hnat helped them to generous vportiona, and when all were
congratuletirg themaelves that the fare waa 83 dellclious as  the
firat stolen goods, the proprietor quite casuwally announced the
nature of the second meal.It 1s said that he was nearly lyneched by
the gang,but it la aafe to assume that 1t was a lesson never forgotten,

In the center of the village lived Deacon Joab Wooster, a good
Baptist and a professlonal millwright. Hls labors took him all over
the eountryside,his reputation being enhanced by hls execellent work-
manship and the fact that he outlived alx wives, the seventh having
aurvived him, His home iz the present Kindel residence. Speaking of
deacons also reminded Strykersvilleites of Deacon Melanecthon Abbott,
of the Congregatlicnal Chureh, and Deacon Benjamin Rosebroock who came
to town as a Blble trast peddler, Mizs Marcls Roblinson, & apinater,
declded to take him and he remained to add his voice to the cholr of
the Congregational Chureh, All these men were pillara of their de-
nominationa, Another odd men was Erl Balcom, a retired whaler, a
short fat man, who used to tell some tall storles of hls early sea
life, Hiram Coblelgh, one of the men who manufactured earriages,

(continued on page 105)
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STRYKERSVILLE SKETCHES (cont,)

Still standing in the Pioneer Cemetery are
these memorials to Garrett and Salmoa Stryker.

used to tell tall stories, and was fond of sponging his tobacco off
his customers, Fred Lutenger, a German photographer, had a farm at
Hunter's Creeks, nearby, and would come to town to take pictures
three days each week, his first shop was Up Town in the undertaking
rooms, later Downtown in the Charles Spitz shoe shop, He must have
gotten discouraged as he hung himself on his farm,

One of the village's wealthiest men was Charles Richardson Sr.,
father of Charles Jr., and grandfather of the Richardson Brothers
who at one time made cheese boxes, apple barrels,etc.at Java Village
The pioneer Richardson, who died in 1867 at the age of 79 years, had
come to the site of the village in 1808, and settled where Leonard
Holmes now lives. He was a devout Baptist, but did "sample" the
product of his distillery ocrasionally, a practice that was frowned
upon by the members, and did draw officilal censure for his failings
of the flesh., He owned all the land east of Main Street and north
well beyond the Baptist Church. He gave the land for the church and
paraona.e, In granting deeds, he deeded only to the east bounds of
the street from his home to the church whenever he sold off lots for
residences, He said he wanted to be able to walk to church on his
own property, and in addition, each purchaser of a lot had to agree
that he and his successors would keep all fences in good repair, His
distillery was set un on his farm and there he converted grain into
whiskey which sold for about 25¢ a gallon. While much of his farm
was in the town o® Java, he also owned a large trart of land on what
was known as Saunders H1ll, later as Marzolf Hill. He was so plous
that he would allow no work of any kind on Sundays nor permit anyone
to read except from the Bible or other good works,

(econtinued on page 106)
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Mr, Bennion also remembered an old Frenchman,Charles DeBancourt
by name, who lived on the Bartz road north of Flant's Corners. He
was a cooper by trade, alse ran a small farm,was a tall man weighing
nearly 200 pounda, Every so often he would walk to Strykersvlille, &
distance of around four mileas, and stay all day, He would go march-
Ing home apain singing old country marching songs as he was a soldler
when 8 young man. Amos H, Castle, Esg. was another of the early
settlers, very well off by the standards of those days, and served
a3 a justiece of the pease Tor many terms. A familiar figure in the
vieinity was Chandler Barber, a surveyor, who traveled about in a
two-wheeled cart and made use of fisld notes prepared from those of
Jozeph Elllicott,

Location of a cabin or home to a good supply of water was most
easential, There was always 8 good supply of water on the eaat side
of Strykersville where the first wells were dug and stoned up, about
three or four feet in diameter and some about 25 feet deep. Water
was drawn by an ocaken bucket by means of a wooden roll run by & crank
and a two-inch wlde strap;at the surface the bucket caught on a trip
that dumped the water through a spout and into the pail,all of which
was attached to an open rack or erib. Later chain pumps were used
with wooden pump logs of cucumber wood, in length around 12 feet,
about hxl, and bored with a two-ineh hole. The logs were Joined by
means of & wooden eoupler bound with iren rings., Later, the same
logs were used In a suetison pump operated by a handle and -were known
as stock pumps. Subsequently, iren pipes were driven for water and
several flowing wells were located, some as deep as 127 feet, all aof
which flowed for yeara, The usual method of lecating a well was by
maans of a eroteh stiek plan emplayed by certain individualas who
made it a business of locating water,

On the Harvey S3tevenson farm on the west side of the willage
was what was known as the "Robber's Cave," where 1t was reported a

local tough gang seecreted their stolen leoot, Mr, Bennion remembered
around the year 1883, it was still visible on the farm on the Creek
Hoad west of Buffale Mreek. The cave was west of the farm house at

the edge of the woods. It was a dug-out affair with a led of roek
overhead, and 75 years ago there remalned a door of wood with a hasp
to lock the same! about were bushes which almoast obacured the site,

Boys bent nn exploring the hideout were shooed away by the owner. It
is sald that the gang of thieves used to operate throughout the
vieinity, stealing almost anythin§ that looked like proflt to tham,
lneluding horses, cattle, eclothes from a wash line, and made entry
into houses and vlaces o” business, One of the gang, the only one
then allve,was one Beebe, an elderly man with a head of red halr and
a long heard, Apparﬂntlf they were a eclever group,able to move goods
rapidly from place to place, disgulse them,and dispose through other
underworld outlets, Whether they were ever succesafully apprehended
iz not known.

{eontinued on page 107)
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The Changing Scene

Strykersville was destined never to have & rallroad connection
with the outside world, but stecod ten miles from a depot in East
Aurcora,eight miles from the Pennsylvania at Protection, and L# miles
from the Tonawanda Valley Railroad (Arcade & Attica) at Java Center.
In 1883, there wa= strong talk of an electriec railroad line from
East Aurora, via Strykersville, Java Village, to Java Center, where
it was to junction with the T. % V. RR. The route was surveyed, and
much preliminary grading dene with hand labor and teams and shovels.
It was projected further to Java Lake, where, it was thought, a busy
gummer colony could be developed.

In spite of the handicap of no rallroad,the community continued
to prosper as a trading center with three c¢hurches, a school, and
mercentile enterprlses providing fthe more easential services and
goods. In the early 1880's, so a news elipping atates, the village
had not a single dwelling of briek or stone, but all frame houses
and except for very few, well painted and in good condition. Daily
papers in English and German, and 601l weskly papers, printed in Eng-
lish, plus 41 in the Cerman and French languages were received at
the postoffice. Another contemporary account =states that a Jlarge
part of the population then were born in the vicinity and reaident
more than thirty years. The pioneers were nearly gone but their
original homesites were often occupied by their children. Inter-
aparsed with this New England atock were Germans, many Iimmigrants,
but a majority also nativea of the region.

The columns of the Attica News recorded a Cleveland and Hend-
ricks rally at Strykersville in the gutumn of 1B84. In an apple or-
chard adjescent to Frank Glaser's hotel was erected a speaker's
stand and picnic facilities were avallable. Although it was a chilly
Saturday, between T00-800 men and women ralllied to the Democratic
bamner. The S3Strykersville group, known as the "Sheldon and Java
Marching Club," received visiting elubs from Attica, Protection,
Varyaburg, Walea Center and Cowlesville. A special train carried the
Attica club to Java Center, from which spot they were conveyed to
Java Village and there met by the Java and Shelden boys, B0 strong,
which number was increased by visitors. At Java Village began the
march aleng present Route T8 to Strykersville. The mounted Cleveland
clubs from Protection and Wales Center made a fine display, it was
sald. The entire company moved four abreast toe the music of Grover
Barnum's Cornet Band of Cowlesville. The band played during the
evening, and one of the finest +things heard was the song, "Sweet
Galilee." Two or three speakers enlivened the gathering by speeches,
and the whole affair was deemed as enthusiastie for "Honest Grover."

That same year, the Olean Times reported "Quite an oil exeite-
ment prevalls near Strykersville. A short time ago Quincy Whaley
had a well drilled to the depth of 100 feet and found gas in consid-
erable guantities, while the wastes smell satrongly of oil. There is
talk of organizing a company to put down a test well." We have no

{continued on page 108)
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further information on the progress of thia "boom" but it is sympto-
matie of the agltatlon throughout the area of Sheldon and Java to
locate oil or gas. B8Small quantitiez have been found as far zouth as
Curriers and in Humphrey's Hellow to the north.

The Germans who settled in Sheldon by the 1830's were known as
the "Dutch,"but it was some years before they moved into what is now
the 3trykersvllle area. They were malnly farmers, very thrifty and
axcellant citizens. In addition to general farming, they kept sheep
and processed gquantities of wool. During the tannery era, they re-
paired to the hemlock woods and peeled bark. Thelir socisty centered
about the church at Straub's Corners, at the crossroads store and
tavern, in the parochial school at the Corners,and at festlvals and
customs Iimported from the Fatherland. German Protestants stlll
people the area north of the village in what 1is known as "Dutech
Hellow" and there a church, tavern and store exlated from the early
days.

In the absence of any records, the earliest German residents of
Strykersville are belleved to have included Conrad Hyman, residing
on the Mill Read, or Mill Street, west from Route 78 in the heart of
the village. Mr. Hyman erected a series of mills at a water site on
Buffalo Creek. In the Bartz Gulf, north of the village, and towards
Johnson's Falla, Peter Reisdorf opened a mill for processing timber.
indrew Kuster was an early merchant and John Metzer was posslbly the
first owner of the brewery at the north end of the village. In the
course of time, these families populsted many homes and farms,but
they, too, have been replaced by residents whose roots do not reach
back inte the historical development of the village.

The name of Col. Arden Woodruff sppears among the annals of the
Strykersville area. He attained a reputation as an abolitionist and
was one of the loecal operators of the Underground Railrecad which
aided alaves during their noerthward journey.Hls home was a "station"
into which were fed fugitives from stations in Arcade, Warsaw, and
Erie County.

Three cemeterlies have been established within the village. The
Ploneer burying ground on Perry Road was in use as sarly as 1811
when a daughter of Garrett Stryker, the pioneer, died Nov. 1lsat at
the age of three years. It has been sald that a daughter of Lemuel
Paul was the first to die in the settlement but no stone remains.
This cemstery,surrounded by a crumbling wall of stone, 1s completely
overgraown with bushes. All of the ploneer dead were interred here
until the estgblishment of the present Strykersville Cemetery in
1867. As heretofore mentioned, Garrett Stryker and members of his
famlily are still there,as are such familles as Balcom,Arncld, Emery,
Farwell, McElwain, Mason, Meore, Olds, Paul, Potter, Proper, Rogers,
and Warner. Omrl Warner of Massachusetts who enlisted in April 1777
for nearly elght months, and on several occasions after, is the only
Revolutionary socldier known to have been buried here. His death
occcurred in the nearby Town of Wales, Dec. 20, 1841. Some bodies

(continued on page 109)
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were removed to the newer grounds and were found to have been con-
tained in old-style coffins, not caskets, and not in what was later
called an outside or rough box. An asscclation maintains the pre-
sent village cemetery on Mill Street while 3t. Mary's Church uses an
ad jacent plet for its dead. These grounds have been glven such care
as economlic conditions permit.

Etryk&ravilla Tﬂdqi

Upwards of G500 persons reside today in what could be called the
village area. Many new homes have been erected in recent years which
gives the mile-long Maln B3treet an air of resldential prosperity.
The once thriving shops and stores have yielded to the march of pro-
gress and have gradually dwindled in number and complexion. Among
the enterprises today are a grocery, bowling alley and hotel, the
Hotel Crystal, a hardware I1in whieh the postoffice 18 located, a
garage, four gas atations, g monument sgales shop, a radio repalr
shop, a bottled gas business and a saw mill. Anton Johnson operates
a welding and tank construetioen business not far from where Garmett
Stryker first settledj;and the Marzolfl Manufacturing Company produces
egg washers. Patented in 1953, these "egg scouring machines, "were
the development of Norbert F. Marzolfl whe devised g novel device
that 1s suffieciently simple and eponomical te be employed by small
scale poultrymen. According to information flled at the time of
patent, the machine comprises a suitable housing with inlet and out-
let openings through which eggs are respectively fed and dilscharged
one by ¢ne. Included are such parts as a conveyor belt, a motor,
and a supply of cleansing solutlon which drips upon an array of
fabrie scrubber dises that act upon the eggas. It handles wvarious
size eggs without sorting, turns them and washes them in a solution
not previously used.

Within the year past, 31x Star Post 637, American Leglon,has
erected new headguarters at the center of the village, cpposlte the
Baptist Church. Two¢ churches remain, 3t. Mary's and the Baptlst;
a publiec saschool with two teachers, and 3t. Mary's School are in
opaeration. High school students are sent by buses te Arcade and
Holland. The community supports through its Fire Department a  band
known gs the "Band Excelsior," which makes appearances in parades in
tha neighboring communities. HReaidents are members of the Java-
Strykersaville Kiwanla Club. Michael Valente M, D. and C. J. Holden,
D. V. M. are avallable for professional work. The community tele-
phone system includes service throughout much of Java townshlp and
i1a known as the Gladstone exchange with dial headgquarters recently
ceonstructed at Java Village. The Geneses Valley Bus Lines have pro-
vided service along Route 20A for some years.

S0 continues 1ife at the headwaters of Buffaloc Creek at a spot
where a century and a half age Garrett Stryker, a farmer of German
ancestry, first began to clear the forest om hisz 360 acre _ farm.
About lay fertile farms and as considerable traffic moves along

{continued on page 110)
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Stryudersville's Main 3treet it is evident that a small-town atmos-
phere lends a gqulet charm that is characterlstlec of many western New
York rural communities, As the community reviews its past In a ses-
quicentennial observance thias July there will be an awareness that
Change and Progress wlll ccome in the tomorrows as ln the yesterdays.

Strvkersville Baptist Church

A3 0ld Az the community 1tselfl is the Strykeraville Baptlat
Church, which originated about Sheldon Center the very summer that
Garrett Stryker purchased land 1in the valley of Buffalo Creek.
Church records open with this atatement, "Sunday the 17 July Elder
Joel Butler preach'd and after sermon came Joshua and Susannah Gates
William Stancliff 3ally Sanders and was rece'vd after Baptlam Com-
munion in the Church..® of August 1808 - the Church met inguired and
found the union good."

Bheldon's [rCirst and most prominent sSettlera Wwere among the
founding group that gathered to establish what was called the Zecond
Baptist Church of Christ in Sheldon. Inecluded were such familles as
Marvin and Hannah Brace, Levl and Rhoda Street, he the ploneer mall
carrier; Deacon Seth and Abigall Gates, parents of the Hon. Seth M.
Gates, noted abollitlonlst and Member of Congress; Edward and Lois
Brau; Lemuel Castle; Sally 3anders; William and Lucy Stancliff;
Joshua and Susanna Gates; Robert and Margaret Carr; Job Matteson:
Catie Turner; Pelatiah and Affa Case; Bela Bibblns; Affa Loomls:
Darius and Elizabeth Cross; Ezelklel and Anna Harrls: Ezra Luddon:
Elizebeth Rockwell; Willlam Washburn;Justin Loomls; William Herrick;
Abel Buel; 3ary Brau; Rebeccah Wording; Cyrus Andrus; Ammy Scovil;
Susan Dingman; Asahel and Sarah Burlburt; Elias Glllet; Sarah Noys;
David 3. Wooster; Mary Hubbard; Parmela Rawson;Polly Faunches; Capt.
Charles B. Street, members of the Hamllton famlly and many others.
This organization held 1ts meetings at the schoolhouse situated at
the north end of the present site of 3trykersville and at different
places near Sheldon Center, and in the homes of some of the members.

From 1ts onset,dlselipline within the group was strict and while
usually they "found the union good" there were discords. Gossiping
mambers were summoned to prove thelr charges; Slster Cathle or Cathy
Turner, wife of the first settler at Turner's Corners,was complained
against for allowing balls in her house and for "un-Christian con-
veraation" against those who leveled criticism concerning her publie
character, In the course of the dissenslon it was thought that Mrs.
Turner, apparently a woman of business capabllities, ocught not to
have acted In business affalirs "as her husband ought to rule his own
house." She had brought sult against one of the members, an act
which was inconsistent wlth the covenant of the church. It became
8 splendld tradition within thls church and the Strykeraville body
to encourage young men to enter the minlstry, On Sept, 1, 1810, the
record stated "Br. Case Mod, for +the Day Br, Carr was cal'd on to
know his mind with respect to improving in publick 2 the Church gave
him leve to Spesk and teach in publick as his mind should be Led 3
appointed a Conference at his house on the 18 instant...m

(econtinued on page 111)
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October 6, 1810, at a meeting apparently in the home of Lemuel
Castle, Esq., "a number of Brethren from the Cirst Church (Attlea)
met in a General Meeting with us and a refreshlng sezcn it was..."
This was the very first gathering of Baptist churches in western New
York and the initial step in the creation of the Holland Purchase
Baptist Assoclation, which at one time included numerous churches
west of the Genesees River. On Feb. 2, 1811, 3eth Gates was chosen
a8 deacon and was therealter, both in Sheldon and Warsaw, known by
that title, On the first Wednesday 1n June 1811, at the home of Mr.
Castle, with Messrs. Carr, Case, Stancliff and Gates as delegates
from the Sheldon church, a Baptist Conference was formed, the formal
beginning of the Holland Purchase Associatlion. On August 1, 1812,
the Sheldon Church set the yearly conference at Mr. Castle's in the
menth of Uectober. In subsequent months there are references to deal-
ings with the Attlea and Willink (Aurora) churches. In November,
1813, the church met for business,but adjourned to attend the funer-
al of Miss Fales, At "Candle light" the meeting resumed,

Military activities Inecident to the War of 1812 and the inva-
sion of the Niagars Frontler interrupted the serenity of the Sheldon
settlements., In December, 18131, it was voted that covenant meetings
begin at one o'eclock F. M., and that members of the church "are at
Liberty to Jjoln in a asocliety by the name of a baptizst religious
soelety." On January 9, 1814, the clerk wrote "this Day wasz a Day
of alarm and Zreate fear of the Britlsh sand indlans and no meeting
was attend.." Monthly meetings continued during succeeding weeks of
anxlety but no record was kept other than the dates and the usual
words, "the union good." Throughout the remalnder of 1814-15, until
the slgning of the Treaty of Ghent, religious activitles were at a
low ebb, summed wup suceinctly in the record (b of Novr.lH158), "the
union good and from this to the 3 of June 1816 the Church was in
fellowship and kepp the stated meeting but reciev'd no Members..."
On May 31, 1817, upon recelpt of a letter from the brethren in the
northern part of the 0ld Town of Sheldon, permission was granted for
them to erect a chureh by themselves,

Chureh finanelng in 1621 was determined by a vote "to estimate
the property of the Srs. of the Chh for the purpose of raising such
sums of money as should be thought proper by an average tax. Ap-
pointed Brs. Buel and 3tancliff to make the estimate." This was an
early recognition of the "abllity-to-pay" theory of taxation., That
February the church voted to ralse §45. to be appropriated for the
support of preaching by Elder William Herriek,

On Sept. 17, 1827, and "after hearing the Request of the Breth-
ren llving at the South West Part of thls Chh to be Set of as a Dla-
tinct Body. Hesolved to call a Counell consiasting of BElders and
Erethren from the Chhes of Aurnraﬁ 1% 2 in Sheldon Bennington and
Orangeville for the above purpose.’ Forty-elght members were granted
dismiasslon, October 7, that year, as constltuent members of a new
chureh to be known as the Wales and Sheldon Chureh, and with that
action,the Strykersville Baptist Church was born of the parent body.
Frequent meetinga of the older church were held through 1836, and
but two items appear thereafter, the last, Jan. L, 1840.

(continued on page 112)
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From an 1871 historical sketch of the Strykersville Chureh, it
is stated that the rirst Baptist settler In the zettlement was Dea-
con Tilton Easstman, who located on the later Charlez Mason farm,
about the year lﬂulé. "he became the originater (under God) of the
first Baptist worship in this community, being & devout men and
fearing God with all his house. The nelghbors were collected and
public worship was held in private homes and barns.Garrett Stryker's
barn, on the weat side of Buffalo Creek, was used as a place of wor-
ghlp for some +time, Rev. Ellas Harmon and Hev. Mr. Goodrich, were
among the Tirst to preach the gospel to the people." The Rev. David
S Wooster alternated with the Rev. Harmon and supplied the people
from time to tima.

The PBaptist Church of Wales and Sheldon (the S3Strylkersville
Baptist Church after Oct., 14,18314) was formally organized at a coun-
eil which met at the 3trykersville schoolhouse with representatives
of flve neighboring churches in attendance.Rev., Harmon was moderator
while the Rev, Whitman Metcalfl opreached the recognltlion sermon from
Acts 9, verse 3l. The following November, the Rev. Danlel 3. Wooster
became the first regular pastor. PFourteen malezs and thirty-four
wemen constituted the chartering group of the church. They were
Elder David 3. Wooster, Tllton Eastman, Willlam Richardson, Dexter
Bolkcom, Samiel Cook,3amuel N, Cook,Norman Besse, Peleg Havens, Jr.,
Charles Reed, Record Reed, Jacob 8. 3isco, Martin 3tryker, Amory
Barber, and Ithamar Ackley. Also, Salome Stryker, Sally EBennett,
3ibyl Lawrence, Laura Ward, Elliza Mason, Mahala Eastman, Hannah
Stryker, Fanny Hichardson, Jerusha Stevens, Margaret Eastman, Lols
Eastman, Anna Wecoster, Persls Westeott, Susan Almes,Candace Godfrey,
Almira Moore, Lydia Havens, Harriet Lee, 3Sophronla Wares, Mary
Stevens, Betsey Potter, Alzina Potter, Louisa McElwain, Rhoda Law-
rence, Heapsabeth Warner, Fanny Sisco, Anne Stevens, Chloe Cook,
Deslre Bolkeom, 3usan Besse, 3arah Besse, and Roxana Cook.

At the first meeting of the new church, convened Oct. 5, 1827,
about a mlle weat of the north end of the present village at a
schoolhouse, flve persons were recelved as members. Church and cove-
nant meetings were held variously Iin Wales, in schools in Strykers-
ville and near the present site of Java Village, known at first as
Gurney's Mllls. In the fall of 1627, the church tried affiliation
with the Holland Purchase Assoclatlon at a meeting in Plke Hollow;
it was also declded that a roll call of members be taken at covenant
and church meetings and those not present were to give a written
excuse for non-attendance, Tilton Eastman was named deacon and Nial
Eastman, clerk, that year, Tithes were levied in proportion to one's
abllity, and for the two brethren not in agreement with the plan,
they were permltted to pay according to thelr own pleasure. Arrange-
ments were made for bestowing "a reasonable compensation on Bro.
Havens for bedding and boarding Bro. Townsend while laboring with
them this season." Only male members were allowed to vote and church
business was %o be conducted wlth closed doors., The first pastor,
Rev., Wooster,was granted a salary of 350 per year for preaching one-
half the time at "ths Center,” {ﬂﬁhﬂﬂlhﬂuﬂﬂip one=fourth time in
Wales and one-fourth in the south school near Java Village.

(continued on page 113)
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The church prospered in membership and Christian influence.
Like the parent church, the Strykersville group had to cope with the
evils Incident to intemperance due to the large number of distiller-
fes, Men, after uniting with the church, fell baclk inte their old
habits and it sometimes became necessary te appoint a committee to
labor with these brethren, and, 1f possible, persuade them to return
and "Resume thelr travel with the church."” Sometimes this was of no
avall and In a few inatances it waa the sad duty of the church to
wWwilthdraw the hand of fellowahip from him.

Kovember 12, 1831, Charles Reed was named deacon, and the next
July,Stephen Emery was chosen to the same office, On Harch 31, 183,
the Rev. dooster resigned, to be followed by the Rev, James Reed,
May 1834 to Hay 1836. Levl Reed of the congregation was sranted a
"license to improve hia gift in word and doctrine,"” Martin Stryker,
clerk for three years,reslgned and he was succeeded by H. B, Rounds,
who held the post from eb. 17, 1833 to Sept. 17, 1853. In a plain
and legible hand, #r, Rounds kept a complete and illuminating record
throughout a score of yeara, In 1835, ©Hounds was chosen a deacon,
also served as a cholr leader and at his death left legacies to the
chureh and to mlsalonary agenclies, Back in 1835, a female "Domestic
and Forelgn Mission Soclety" was alded In aducating men for the min-
fatry and during the Ciwvll Jdar the =roup sent aid to the socldlers
and the Freedmen throuzh the "Christfiasn Commission."

Charles Richardson 3r., an early benefactor of the church, also
left legacies amounting to 2,500 to different benevelent Baptist
societies, besides giving 1,000 to the Univaraity of “ochester in
its early days.

A series of revivals and additions to membershlp marked the
pastorate of the Rev, Feed, while in Harch 1036, Articles of Falth
and Tractice were adopted, and used for Tenerations of members, In
February, 1836, a soclety was formed with the following board of
trustees: Charles Reed, “harles Richardson., H, B, Rounds, Dexter
Balcom, Calvin Hdogers and James Stryker, The present church site was
agreed upon, PMr, Richardson donating it as his partial gift. Calwvin
Rogers was named & committes to cireulate a subacription for the
erection of a buildinz, and in Jammery 13437, he was able to report
the promise of sums amounting te $2,542.Tt was "unanimously resolved
ta zlive the jJob of bullding the sald meetling house, or house of pub=-
lie worshlip,for the sald Baptist Church and Soclety,to Calvin Rogers
for the sum of twenty-two hundred dollars ($2200),to be built fifty-
one {51) feet long by forty (}0) feet wide, of gzood materials, with
g porch, sesslon room, belflry and ateeple; the whole to be well fin-
ished and palnted, agreeable to a drawn plan and written contract.”
iring the next two years the work was in progress. Al thoush the
church had applied to the Holland Purchase Association the year of
its formation, 1t was affillated wlth the Genesee Rlver Assoclation
untll September 1836, when i1t was admitted to the Holland group at a
time when 1t reported 119 memhers, ‘Lhe Rev, Zdward Covel served the
cshureh briefly through 1336-37, when he left and the Rev, Zliada
Blakesley preached for nine months after January, 1636, salary 5300
per year.

(continued on page 11!})
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Dedication of the Church

The bullder,br, Rogers, having advliaed that the church was com-
pleted early in 1839, plans were set for its dedleatlon. It is pre-
sumed tha t Mr. Hogers followed & usual custom of atanding on his
head at the highest part of bulldings erected by him; at least that
tradition has persisted concerning other edifices erected by him.
The 18th of Aprll was a day set apart for the consecration of the
church, Rev, #hitman detecalf of Sardinia led with the invocation:
and also gave the dedication prayer and sermon from Psalms 26, verse
eight. Congregational singing and group numbers by the cholr pro-
vided the ministry of music, It was voted to hold monthly covenant
meetings on the first Saturday before ths first Sunday o each month,
a practice continued well into the 20the century.

dith a new church, the contregzation was without a pastor until
the engagement of the Rev, Dexter P.Smith during the sumer of 1839.
He was a man of strong faith and great zeal and during the six years
of his pastorate, he baptized 132 persons, On a single day, aflter
revival meetings in neighboring schoolhouses, there were 92 standing
in the aiszles of the new church waiting to receive the hand of
fellowship from the pastor. during the w~inter of 1841-42, Amy J.
Barber described the situation thus: "Sabbath after Sabbath in mid-
winter the Buffale Creek was wvisited where Elder Smith baptized men
and women, boys and girls, old and young. In order to do this 1t
was often necessary to cut holes in the ice, but these people cared
little for the cold,for their hearts were burning witi: divine love,"
0f the converts that seascn, four were destined to enter the minils-
Ery of the Baptist denominationifev. Darius Faul went to the mlssion
field in eastern lowa where he served churches lor more than twenty
TEArs; the Rev. Alfred B, OSatterlee died in the mission fleld in
India; Hev. Charles Read served several churches but diad youngaslso,
while the Rev. Daniel Read, D.D, became president of Shurtleff Col-
lege, Alton, Illinecis for several years, was pastor of the First
Baptist Church, Brooklyn, and churches in Minnesota and Illinois,
and climaxed his career as pastor of the First Baptist Church, Los

Ange les.

Pastors after the resignation of the Rev, Smith were the Hev.
Chauncey Wardner, lol5-l,7, during whose stay ten persons residing at
Horth Java were recelved by letter and at their request were then
get off as a branch of the Strykersville Church at North Java, and
Rev. Wardner preached there one-fourth of the time. The Rev. Harvey
HunE&r labored with the church from September 1047, wuntil December,
1848, when he left for the West as had Rev. Smith., He was succeedéd
for a perlod of two years by +the Rev. C. Garrlison, who left the
church in the spring of 1751, That same spring, Dr. James Ives was
selacted as g deacon, an office he held nearly thirty years until
his death. He also served as church clerk and Sunday School head
besides being church treasurer for the last 25 years of his 1life, In
addltlon %o all these other dutles, he found time to take a leading
part 1n the chureh cholr as a tenor singer. He wasz the fortunate

(continued on page 115)
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possessor of a quaint old lap ergan whiech he ecarried to and from
each serviee, and which he pumped with hi= elbows while hs played,
and added hls woice to the shoir, In 1851, a bell, costing $300,was
procured from the Troy Bell Foundry and hung in the belfry, and in
September of that year the Holland Purchasze Aszssociatlon met In the
church, During the fall and winter of 1851-52, the Rev, James Reed
served as suoply pastor,

On June 5, 1852, the church extended a call to the Rev. A. 3.
Eneeland, His pestormte was extended to thirteen Crulitful years
during which 158 were baptized.Within two weeks after Dee, 24, 1853,
$#1,000 was pledped to erect a parsonapge;the present site was secured
from Mr, Richardson, and a $700 pastor's residence was put up,

For some years German Protestants hac lived 1n the viecinity.
During 1855, the church persuaded the Rev, Arlon Hausler, a young
ligentiate, to work among them, and te support him for that purpoas
for one year, His laborsz yielded meny converts and the Strykersville
chureh continued its support until the spring of 1863, when the Ger=-
man group was recognized as  an independent orpganizaticon under the
nama of "Holland German Church", with a mesting house at Hunter's
Craek near Strykeraville.

The Hev, Kneeland resigned in the spring of 1865, closing out a
most successful pasteorate during which 164 were baptized, 42 of them
being Germans, He had been assisted after the Rev, Hausler, by the
Rev, C, Rantz, who had immigrated from Germany and labored among his
fellow countrymen on the West HI11l and at Hunter's Creek. Meanwhile,
three other 3trykersville Baptistas entered the ministry, namely the
Rev. Jonathsn Harrington,the Rev, R, A. Shaw, and Rev. Marcus Mason.
The Rev, Meson, together with his wife, went te Assam, where among
uncivilized tribes they erected a missfion station. With the help of
ancther missionary couple, they bepgan the translation of the native
Gars languasa inte writing, and in turn inte a native Bible, During
a visit to Anrerica, Mra, Mason died from the effects of her overaeaa
tenure, and ahe was buried st Strykeraville. HRev. Mason returnad to
the miassicn fleld with machlnery and there establlshed & native 1ln=
dustrial treining scheol: In additien he Invented machinez adapted
to the needs of the natives, His sister leter assisted him,

The successor to Rev, Kneeland was the Rev. 5, FKeyes, who came
in Mey 1865, and after an all too brief pasterate dled July 8, 1868,
The church clerk, H. M. Clark, died s few days before and the church
lost faithful pillars,but they had seen the renovation of the build-
ing completed. For a time, there was no pastor, but in succession,
the Revs, George Lewis, J, P, Islip, Rev. P. J. Wardner as supply,
A, Maynard until 1874, Rev. R. H, Colby until 1877 and ths Rev,
Thomas Seyse were in Strykersville, September 26=27, 1877,were the
detes of s semlscentennlal to which former members and pastors wWere
drewrn. HRecord Heed was the only member of the chureh =st111 in affil-
igtion after fifty years, In October 1883, the Rev, Seyse resigned
and his successor in 1884 was the Rav. D. D, Lowell., During the

{Continued on page 116)






