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 SSttrryykkeerrssvviillllee  PPiioonneeeerr  CCeemmeetteerryy  UUppddaattee  

     

We want to thank everyone who helped out or donated to our Cemetery Restoration Fund.     
Our cemetery committee has worked hard cleaning the old tombstones with D-2 and they 
cleaned up beautifully.  We had a restoration specialist work on some of the headstones last 
year.  We planned to get back to work in the cemetery soon but since the bad windstorm, 
when a headstone was crushed by a falling branch, there are concerns as to whether it is safe 
to be in there working. There are old dead trees that need to come down and branches that 
are falling off, but they are so high  in the trees they will be difficult to trim, so they need to be 
done professionally.   So we are more in need than ever of donations. 
 
My part in this work is to research and record the early settlers, and try to piece together their  
stories and relationships.  The name Hezekiah Bowen Rounds had caught my attention, even 
before his gravestone was found. H.B. Rounds was Sheldon’s Postmaster and a member of the 
School Board. I found that he came from  Massachusetts to Sheldon with   his wife,  Amelia 
Balkcom; their children, including Judson and Marcia, and Amelia’s mother, Mary  Marcy    
Daggott Balkcom. Mary was the widow of Elijah Balkcom, and their sons, Dexter and Elijah, 
accompanied their mother. There were several different ways of spelling their name.  
 
 

Mike Almeter brought this for a display at the Schoolhouse Museum. It is the cash register Sylvester 
Metzger sold to Harmon & Almeter when they bought his store in 1919.  But no one knows how it 
works! We are hoping to get Mary Jane Almeter to come for a visit and tell us about it.         

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sheldon Historical Society Officers: 
President - Jeanne Mest 
Vice President - Carol Felski 
Secretary - Clarence Conrad 
Treasurer - Michelle Fontaine 
Board Members:  
P.J. Almeter, Chairman;   
Barbara Logel,  
Elaine Almeter, Judie Coffey, Steve 
Lakas, Missy Kehl 
Museum Curator - Barbara Logel 
Classroom Curator & Town of           
Orangeville Historian - Laury Lakas  
laurylakas@gmail.com 
Sheldon Historian/Archival Cura-
tor/Newsletter Editor - Jeanne Mest        
townofsheldonhistorian@gmail.com  

Research assistance is available 
throughout the year.   

For inquiries please contact Jeanne 
Mest, Town Historian, email:                
townofsheldonhistorian@gmail.com, 
716-474-3156 or mail:   470 Rt. 20A, 
Strykersville, NY 14145. 
 
Newsletter compiled and edited by 
Jeanne Mest, with the assistance      
of creator/consultant Mary Ann  
Metzger, Scott Barvian and many 
volunteers. Submissions welcome; 
please send articles or questions to 
Historian. Newsletters can be 
emailed. Large print versions are 
available. For previous newsletters, 
see website or contact Historian.  
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