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An update on our progress as a Society and a Chartered Museum  ”A New Look at Old News From our Town” 

Sheldon Schoolhouse Museum 
3859 Main St. 

Strykersville, NY 14145 

Welcome to our first issue for 2025.  Tuesdays at the Schoolhouse begin on June 10. Our next meeting 
will be May 15 at 7:00 pm at the Schoolhouse Museum.  But our June meeting will be June 19 at the 
Sheldon Town Hall, with Joyce Thompson Hovey, who will bring us a historical presentation. We will 
have a brief meeting at 6:30, followed by the program, “Lincoln’s Lost 15 Hours” which takes place in  
Genesee/Wyoming. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SShheellddoonn  HHiissttoorriiccaall  SSoocciieettyy      
SScchhoooollhhoouussee  MMuusseeuumm  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  

 Stephen and Barbara Weimar Majerus 

FFrroomm  SShheellddoonn,,  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  ttoo  BBeellllee  CChheesstteerr,,  MMiinnnneessoottaa::    

LLuuxxeemmbboouurrgg  IImmmmiiggrraannttss  MMoovveedd  WWeesstt  

BByy  BBrriiaann  AA..  MMaajjeerruuss,,  SSiioouuxx  FFaallllss,,  SSoouutthh  DDaakkoottaa  

In the early 1850s, families of Luxembourg immigrants journeyed westward to the Minnesota 
Territory. They left the Sheldon, New York area for affordable farmland and new beginnings. 
These families settled in Belvidere Township, Goodhue County, and Chester Township,        
Wabasha County, in southeastern  Minnesota along the Mississippi River.  This area was     
originally part of the Sioux Half-Breed Indian Reservation. 

Some of these families’ names are still recognized in the community today: Reding,             
Tuck, Clemens, Schroeder, Wagner, Majerus, Befort, Bartholome, Strauss, Reiland, Weber, 
Nardinger and Arendt.         

     (Continued on next page) 
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In 1859, the first Catholic Masses were  celebrated in the homes of local families, marking the     
beginning of St. Mary Parish and the community of Belle Chester. 

The first church was built in 1865 on land acquired from Thomas Frenier, a “Sioux Half-Breed”.  
The first recorded baptism was that of Anna Catherine Befort, the daughter of William Befort and 
Anna Deville. 

William was my great-grandfather, born in Grevenmacher, Luxembourg, on August 29, 1827, 
while Anna was born in Hachy, Luxembourg (Belgium), on April 10, 1839. They were married at 
St. Cecilia’s in Sheldon on February 5, 1861. 

A new stone and brick church was constructed in 1877, but tragically, it was destroyed by a fire in 
1926.  Subsequently, a new church was built and dedicated on July 17, 1927.  On March 29, 1942,  
a fire struck again, heavily damaging the church; however, it was rededicated in November of that 
same year, with Bishop Peter Bartholome, a Belle Chester native, in attendance. Interestingly, the 
bishop’s father, Nicholas, was born in Petit-Nobressart, Diekirch, Luxembourg. 

In 1881, the parish opened a grade school named St. Donatus. Four sisters from the Sisters of 
Notre Dame were appointed to oversee the school and its students. In 1902, the original wood 
structure, which was later renamed St. Mary’s School, was replaced with a two-story brick build-
ing. At the time of the parish’s 100th anniversary, 90 students were enrolled, making it one of the 
largest schools in the two-county area. 

The Reding and Majerus families were among the earliest families in the church and  community. 
Heinrich Reding (1796 - 1874) was born in Niedervicten, Luxembourg, and arrived in Sheldon in 
1835.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Donatus Grade School; Later St. Mary’s School 

(Continued from previous page) 
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He was later joined by his brother Pierre (1789 - 1849) and Pierre’s  daughter and son-in-law, 
Catherina and Nicholas Majerus. They settled in Sheldon in 1843 and began their family there.  

Around 1865, Nicholas, Catherine, and their family moved to Minnesota, purchasing 160 acres 
in Belvidere Township. Several of the Reding farms were located nearby. Today, the original 
farm is owned by their great-great-great-granddaughter, Kathy, and her husband, Henry   
Thomforde.  

Approximately a mile to the west, their   son Stephen and his wife Barbara Weimar  purchased a 
160-acre farm and started their own family. Stephan constructed a Low Countries/European-
style windmill to grind wheat for local farmers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                         St. Mary’s Church, Bellechester, Minnesota         

 

 
   Stone & brick church built in 1877; destroyed by fire in 1926                       

  (Continued on next page) 
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Their eldest son, John Bernard (1872-1944), 
married Agnes Befort, daughter of William    
and Anna Befort, former Sheldon residents. 

The first commercial venture in Belle Chester 
was established in 1871 by Nicholas Heber  
(1837 – 1884) and his wife, Anna Majerus.   
They operated a general store and saloon.   
Nicholas was born in Mamer,  Capellen,        
Luxembourg, while Anna (1847 – 1928)     
was born in Bigonville, Redange, Diekirch,           
Luxembourg.    

It is likely they were acquainted with the       
Luxembourg families from Sheldon. 

Another early business owner was Anton       
Casper Sr., born April 6, 1841, in Strasbourg, 
Bas-Rhin, France. He immigrated to Buffalo, 
NY, and married Eva Reding,  the daughter 
of Heinrich and Mary Weber Reding, in Shel-
don  in 1866. They opened a general store in 
Belle Chester in 1877. 

In 1910 clay was discovered near Bellech-
ester. Railroad tracks were laid down and the 
clay   was shipped to Red Wing, Minnesota. 
This was the start of a growth spurt and sev-
eral new businesses were established near 
the railroad tracks. The clay run deposit ran 
out about 1921. 

The surrounding farmland was purchased by 
J. B Majerus.  J.B. was both a farmer and  an 
inventor. During the winter of 1907, he built a car in the parlor of their home located at the 
farm that originally belonged to Nicholas and Catherine.  In 1919, he designed, patented,      
and manufactured the J.B. Majerus Portable Grain Elevator in Bellechester, MN, which he  
produced until 1936. He partnered with his eldest son, Richard, in the Bellechester Garage.  
After World War II, J.B.’s youngest son, Quentin (1921 – 2006), partnered with Richard in    
the business. 

After the construction of the railroad tracks, new businesses were opened in Bellechester by 
families with former ties to Sheldon.  Conrad (coal sheds), Strauss (dry goods and appliances), 
Strauss, Befort and Musty (garage and gas station), Siebe and Befort (hardware and imple-
ments), Majerus (blacksmith shop) and later Befort (blacksmith) and Poncelet (hardware) 
were Main Street businesses.  
 

 

J.B. Majerus Portable Grain Elevator, which he     
 invented and patented in 1919  

(Continued from previous page) 
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  A number of men and women from St. Mary Parish families became priests and nuns.  Sons   
and daughters from the Strauss, Reding, Bartholome, Weinman, Gregoire, Weber,  Majerus,  
Befort, Arendt, Huneke, and Reiland.  Most of these religious had  families  that first settled in 
Sheldon.  It is interesting to note that St. Mary Parish had ties to three bishops.  Bishop Stariha,         
Diocese of Lead, South Dakota pastored St. Mary Parish in the early years.  Bishop Joseph 
Busch, Diocese of Lead/Rapid City, South Dakota and St. Cloud, Minnesota was related to the 
Majerus family.  Bishop Peter Bartholome,  Diocese of St. Cloud, Minnesota was born and raised 
in Bellechester. 
Over the past 175 years, the descendants of the Luxembourg immigrants from   Sheldon have 
spread across the United States, opening farmland, establishing new communities, building 
churches, and becoming patriotic citizens. 

* * *  
Thank you, Brian, for sharing the history of your family.   

I find it fascinating how these immigrants who first came to Sheldon and later moved west experienced 
both remarkable similarities and stark differences in how they settled and built their communities. They 
established towns and churches much like they had in Sheldon, yet the environments they encountered 
were vastly different. 

Take, for example, the story of Thomas Frenier, the son of a woman descended from the Dakota people 
and a French fur trader, and his experiences during the Dakota War of 1862. The challenges faced by 
Native Americans created a dramatically different landscape for settlers arriving in Minnesota.  These  
pioneers, who had originally emigrated from Luxembourg in the 1830s, arrived in the West at a time  
of great turmoil, unlike the more settled conditions they had found in Sheldon. 

Minnesota, the ancestral homeland of the Dakota people, became a U.S. territory in 1849 and a state  
in 1858. By the time these immigrant families left Sheldon, they had already journeyed 3,000 to 4,000 
miles from Luxembourg. From there, they traveled another 900 miles to Bellechester. Had they gone 
just 100 miles farther, they would have found themselves in the midst of a devastating conflict that 
claimed the lives of hundreds of settlers and Dakota alike.                  Jeanne Mest 

         Sheldon Memories from letters sent by Joanne Mazur:   

Do you remember Anna Souviner Botalo? She was a cousin to us. I knew she taught school but I never knew 
where the school was. She was telling us once that she had to go  check at the schoolhouse when there had 
been a snow storm, to make sure none of the kids had tried to get there. Then there was a great, great Aunt, 
Louise Fontaine. She lived at the corner of Rt. 77 and Centerline Rd. I remember staying with her when she was 
sick.  Over the years, the family moved around. Grandpa Fred had a brother, Matthew. He lived in Sheldon for 
a while, then got married to a Smith girl and moved to  Nebraska and then  Minnesota. He built the Fugle Mill, 
near Stewardsville. He patterned it after a mill that his family used to run in Germany. My husband and I took 
a trip to visit this one in Minnesota. It was all set to work if called for but it was a museum at the time.  There 
was another  Fugle, that went to Minnesota, then moved to Dakota. There he lived in a sod hut for a while. 
Francis, a sister of Grandpa Fred Fugle, left and went to Minnesota, also. She married a Peter Joseph McQuaid 
from Ireland. They had one son, Joseph, who became a priest. He was born in Rochester, Minnesota on          
14 April 1861 and was a monsignor when he passed away in Jonesboro, Arkansas, on 24 July 1935.                    
[We were sorry to hear of the passing of Joanne Mazur, a Fred Fugle descendant and long-time member of 
the Sheldon Historical Society. Does any of this sound familiar? Let us know] 
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Thank you to all those who continue to support us by sending in your membership dues and donations. 
Now is the time to sign up for membership or to renew. The membership year runs July 1, 2025 to June 
30, 2026. If you sign up or renew now or come see us at the Townwide Yard Sale, we will have a gift for 
you.   
It helps a lot with expenses, especially with the newsletters and scholarships. Whenever you donate in 
honor or memory of someone, we will send a note to let the family know. This month we started having 
our print shop mail the newsletters directly, so I can’t include a notice if your membership is behind.   
Welcome to our New Members; we are so glad you joined us and we appreciate your support.  
Lifetime:  Brian Majerus of Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  Brian is a descendant of the Reding Family. His 
Majerus ancestors lived in Sheldon and moved west to Minnesota in 1865. Thank you, Brian, for sharing 
your story, “From Sheldon, New York, to Bellechester, Minnesota” (p. 1)     
Wayne George changed his membership from Annual to Lifetime. Wayne has been a member of the Shel-
don Historical Society for many years and is always willing to help with projects, especially with the 
cleanup and care of our pioneer cemeteries.  Thank you, Wayne. 
Annual:  Janis Hempel of Attica, a retired English teacher who has been active for many years with the 
Attica Historical Society and the Federation of Historical Societies. We are delighted to have you! 
Thomas Becker of Illinois. Tom’s membership was a gift from his brother, Father Vince. What a nice idea 
to keep in mind, when you are looking for a gift, why not a membership in the Sheldon Historical Society, 
so they can receive our newsletters and learn the history of our town.  
Also, I want to thank Taina Armstrong Hoffman for her research and interesting story of Israel and     
Margaret Reed.  
Our sympathy goes out to the family of Richard Kibler, a new member who passed away recently.   

 TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  yyoouurr  GGeenneerroouuss  DDoonnaattiioonnss  ttoo  tthhee  SShheellddoonn  HHiissttoorriiccaall  SSoocciieettyy:: 

IInn  MMeemmoorryy  ooff  PPeetteerr  RReeddiinngg,,  bbyy  BBrriiaann  MMaajjeerruuss  ooff  SSiioouuxx  FFaallllss,,  SSDD,,  
IInn  MMeemmoorryy  ooff  33rrdd  GGrr..  GGrraannddffaatthheerr  SStteepphheenn  SSiimmoonn,,  bbyy  MMaarryy  FFiinneesstteeiinn    
    

Memberships, Memorials & Donations to the Sheldon Historical Society may be sent to:   
   PO Box 122, Strykersville, NY 14145  

From the Sheldon Schoolhouse Museum and Historian, Jeanne Mest 
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 PPeerrssoonnss  PPiioonneeeerr  CCeemmeetteerryy  
       By Jeanne Mest 

Last October the historic roadside marker we 
received from the William Pomeroy Foundation 
was installed, but the snow came so quickly, we 
never got a photo of it. So here it is. Who else 
but the intrepid P.J. Almeter would climb up the 
hill again this spring with his  chainsaw and his 
cell phone? P.J. and other volunteers cleaned up 
the brush last fall to get ready for the sign, and 
thanks to the town and our highway specialist,  
Lucas Metz, we now have the sign. Getting these 
historic markers requires the help of many. First 
the historian spends hours researching and writ-
ing the applications, hoping for a reply saying 
they like it. But often more evidence is needed, 
so after more research, hopefully they approve us to receive the sign.  Then we have to get a 
place ready to put it and have it installed. For the Persons Pioneer and the Strykersville Pioneer 
Cemeteries, it meant some major work cleaning up the cemeteries so they would look nice. So, it 
takes a village, as so many worthwhile projects do, and I want to thank everyone who has helped 
to make it possible to put up these historic signs telling about our town’s history and why we are 
so proud of it.  
 
Wouldn’t Uriah Persons be surprised to see how his service in the Revolutionary War has been 
honored, along with the many veterans of the War of 1812 who are buried in this little hill;  John 
Persons, Henry Persons, Curtis Brace, Linus Brace,  Edward Brace,  Daniel Warren along with 
his son Thomas Warren and Dr. Ziba Hamilton.   
 
This year I submitted an application for Frink’s Corners, where there are has three Revolution-
ary War veterans! They are John Browning Frink, Sr., William Mann, Sr. and James Case, Sr. 
Also, there are two soldiers at Frink’s from the War of 1812: Lemuel Chipman, Jr. and James 
Case, Jr., both of whom were captives of the British. The Pomeroy Foundation is known for be-
ing totally accurate and authentic, so they need to be absolutely certain the facts are correct, and 
that requires Primary Sources, such as documents, deeds, wills, books and newspaper articles 
from the time of the original event. The signs are to commemorate historic events,  people, and 
buildings where history happened, and it has to be at least 100 years ago.  So if you think of a 
place that deserves recognition, please let me know and we will look into it.  

 
 

              Mike and Elaine Almeter 

Congratulations to Mike and Elaine Almeter, who   
just celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary!  
They were married April 24, 1965, at St. Mary’s 
Church in Strykersville and have two daughters and  
11 grand and great grand children.  They are lifetime 
members of the Sheldon Historical Society as well as 
serving  the community in many different ways. Mike 
was our president for several years, while Elaine used 
her talent in designing our historical displays, and  
they continue to assist at our Town Wide Sale and 
whatever we need help with.                                      
 Thank you and Best Wishes! 
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WWyyoommiinngg  CCoouunnttyy  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  ooff  HHiissttoorriiccaall  SSoocciieettiieess  

SSpprriinngg  WWoorrkksshhoopp  
 
The 2025 Spring Workshop was hosted by the Java Historical Society at Holy Family Church Hall in    
North Java, on March 29.  This year was a morning event, from 8:30 to 11:30 with a Continental       
Breakfast instead of a luncheon.  
 
Each speaker had a half hour plus question time. There were two speakers from the Holland Land     
Office Museum in Batavia, Ryan Duffy, Director, and Tyler Angora, museum curator. Each  explained  
their specialties. Ryan gave us the history of the Holland Land Company and answered many questions  
to help us understand it’s importance. After hearing their talk, one of our guests asked if we could ever 
take a field trip in to visit the museum in person. Perhaps we could carpool.  Any interest? Let us know.  
 
The Museum has many different exhibits, and one is about Joseph Ellicott and Robert Morris.  Joseph     
Ellicott was the Surveyor and Resident Agent of the Holland Land Company, and he and his family played 
a pivotal role in the development of Western New York. Robert was the man who owned WNY and sold  
it to the Holland Land Company in 1797. Morris was the richest man in the United States at the time and 
was a signer of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution.  
 
Paul Pilc spoke about the National Grange, a group behind the scenes that is responsible for all kinds of 
legislation to help farmers. Oliver Kelly was commissioned by President Andrew Jackson to help farmers 
across the country and he came up with the idea of the Grange.  In 1867, the grange became the first     
nationwide farm organization to give full voice and vote to women, 50 years before women got the right  
to vote in the United States. In 1871, Chicago entrepreneur Montgomery Ward began a mail order busi-
ness as a contractor to the national Grange, selling exclusively to Grange members. The Grange secured 
passage of legislation to protect the political and economic rights of farmers & consumers and they were 
also responsible for Rural Free Delivery mail service and the Pure Food and Drug Act. Many Communities 
had granges years ago and a few, like Curriers Grange, have been active for over 113 years. 

Special thanks to Penny N-Logel and the Java Historical Society for hosting the workshop! 

Coming up soon: 

Monday, May 26, 2025  Memorial Day Services at cemeteries in the Town of Sheldon 

Thursday, June 19   Join us at the Sheldon Town Hall for a special presentation, “Lincoln’s Lost 15  
   Hours”   by Joyce Thompson Hovey, following a brief meeting at 6:30. 
 
June 7 to 8   Annual Strykersville Town-Wide Yard Sale. Come see us at the Schoolhouse  
   Museum, we will be open all day Saturday and Sunday 
 
Tuesday, June 10 , 1-4pm Summer Hours Begin at the Schoolhouse on Tuesday afternoons. For Research  
   Assistance, please email: townofsheldonhistorian@gmail.com or call (716)474-3156 
 
June 14-15   Varysburg Sales Days 

Saturday, July 12  Strykersville Fireman’s Parade  
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   COMING UP SOON 

Memorial Day, Monday, May 26, 2025 
The Six Star American Legion will present their program at various cemeteries 

Next Meeting:  Thursday, May 15 at the Schoolhouse Museum 

The Sheldon Historical Society will resume our summer hours on Tuesday afternoons 
from 1:00 to 4:00 pm at the Schoolhouse Museum, beginning on Tuesday, June 10.  
 
Then on Thursday, June 19, Joyce Thompson Hovey will be bringing us a historical 
presentation at the Sheldon Town Hall. We will hold a brief meeting at 6:30, followed    
by the program. Everyone is welcome. More details will follow on Facebook.  
            
Be sure and keep an eye on our website,  https://www.sheldonhistoricalsociety.com,    
as we continue to add new information there.  

Come see us at the  
Townwide Yard Sale!  
The Sheldon Schoolhouse 
Museum will be open all 
day on each day.  Come in 
for a tour!  It’s a great time 
to sign up for membership 
or pay your annual dues, 
and get a prize. This is our 
main fund raiser for the 
year,  and the money goes 
to maintain our museum 
and to our Scholarship 
Fund, which gives a $500    
Scholarship every year to a 
senior at each school;     
Pioneer, Holland & Attica.  
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 SSttrryykkeerrssvviillllee  PPiioonneeeerr  CCeemmeetteerryy  UUppddaattee  

     

We want to thank everyone who helped out or donated to our Cemetery Restoration Fund.     
Our cemetery committee has worked hard cleaning the old tombstones with D-2 and they 
cleaned up beautifully.  We had a restoration specialist work on some of the headstones last 
year.  We planned to get back to work in the cemetery soon but since the bad windstorm, 
when a headstone was crushed by a falling branch, there are concerns as to whether it is safe 
to be in there working. There are old dead trees that need to come down and branches that 
are falling off, but they are so high  in the trees they will be difficult to trim, so they need to be 
done professionally.   So we are more in need than ever of donations. 
 
My part in this work is to research and record the early settlers, and try to piece together their  
stories and relationships.  The name Hezekiah Bowen Rounds had caught my attention, even 
before his gravestone was found. H.B. Rounds was Sheldon’s Postmaster and a member of the 
School Board. I found that he came from  Massachusetts to Sheldon with   his wife,  Amelia 
Balkcom; their children, including Judson and Marcia, and Amelia’s mother, Mary  Marcy    
Daggott Balkcom. Mary was the widow of Elijah Balkcom, and their sons, Dexter and Elijah, 
accompanied their mother. There were several different ways of spelling their name.  
 
 

Mike Almeter brought this for a display at the Schoolhouse Museum. It is the cash register Sylvester 
Metzger sold to Harmon & Almeter when they bought his store in 1919.  But no one knows how it 
works! We are hoping to get Mary Jane Almeter to come for a visit and tell us about it.         

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sheldon Historical Society Officers: 
President - Jeanne Mest 
Vice President - Carol Felski 
Secretary - Clarence Conrad 
Treasurer - Michelle Fontaine 
Board Members:  
P.J. Almeter, Chairman;   
Barbara Logel,  
Elaine Almeter, Judie Coffey, Steve 
Lakas, Missy Kehl 
Museum Curator - Barbara Logel 
Classroom Curator & Town of           
Orangeville Historian - Laury Lakas  
laurylakas@gmail.com 
Sheldon Historian/Archival Cura-
tor/Newsletter Editor - Jeanne Mest        
townofsheldonhistorian@gmail.com  

Research assistance is available 
throughout the year.   

For inquiries please contact Jeanne 
Mest, Town Historian, email:                
townofsheldonhistorian@gmail.com, 
716-474-3156 or mail:   470 Rt. 20A, 
Strykersville, NY 14145. 
 
Newsletter compiled and edited by 
Jeanne Mest, with the assistance      
of creator/consultant Mary Ann  
Metzger, Scott Barvian and many 
volunteers. Submissions welcome; 
please send articles or questions to 
Historian. Newsletters can be 
emailed. Large print versions are 
available. For previous newsletters, 
see website or contact Historian.  
  

Sheldon Historical Society   
Schoolhouse Museum 
3859 Main Street, PO Box 122 
Strykersville, NY  14145 
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