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We want to say a special Thank You this year to the Java
Strykersville Kiwanis and the Almeter Tree Farm for providing
us with a beautiful Christmas tree each year, for the past 33
Years!! What a lovely gift this has been to us and to our town.
Thank You !
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As volunteers in 2023 cleaned the only family monument in the old burying grounds on Perry Road, we
wondered who this family was and how they connected to the history of the town. Unlike individual
headstones, which mark a single grave, a monument is a larger, shared memorial — often taller, more
elaborate, and meant to honor an entire family line. This one belongs to the Potter family: a square, three-
tier marble marker inscribed with the names George, Prudence, Sally, and Lester, standing toward the
back of the cemetery where a low wall of stacked stones outlines the pioneer grounds.

With a bit of luck—or perhaps divine intervention—I stumbled upon the key to the puzzle in the files of
the East Aurora Historian. Years ago, I researched a well-known family member and photographer, John
R. Potter (Spring 2024 issue), and traveled to East Aurora hoping to learn more about his photography
studios, once located in the village. I had taken quick reference photos of the few notes in a slim two-page
file labeled “POTTER.” I hadn’t realized that those modest, almost forgettable pages would someday
unlock the maiden name of Prudence K. Potter. Interestingly enough, John R Potter would name his
only son George, but there is no proven connection in the Potter lines. The file contained snippets of facts
on all the Potters.

Inside that thin folder were a handful of typed notes —transcriptions from an old family Bible printed in
1839 and reportedly found in a home in Griffiths Mills, a small hamlet of East Aurora. And there it was,
plainly written:

“George Potter married Prudence Kelsey, September 10, 1821.”
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“Births: George Potter born August 8, 1807, died July 14, 1852...”
“Prudence Kelsey Potter born October 18, 1807, died June 1, 1862...”

Then followed a list of their children.
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George Potter himself remains something of a

mystery, his origins still hazy despite the documents.

But Prudence Kelsey Potter now stands clearly in

the historical record, her identity finally restored. And with her, a
meaningful link emerges between the Potter monument, the Kelsey
family, and the earliest chapters of the town’s history.

Just a few paces from the Potter family monument stands the
weathered headstone of Betty “Betsy” Kelsey, a tangible reminder of
the early families who settled this land. Her stone, once leaning and
showing signs of instability, has endured nearly two centuries in the old
burying grounds. Community members have often wondered about the
whereabouts of her husband, Samuel Kelsey, a Revolutionary War
veteran of Sheldon. His marker has yet to be found, despite searches
and inquiries, but it is almost certain that Samuel rests beside his wife
—buried according to the customs of the time—even if his headstone
has long since disappeared.

The proximity of Betty Kelsey’s grave to the Potter monument, and
the remarkable discovery that Prudence’s “K.” stands for Kelsey,
begins to paint a compelling genealogical picture. With these clues
now in hand, it is highly likely that Samuel and Betty Kelsey were
the parents of Prudence Kelsey Potter.
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Until now, local researchers and historians recognized only three or four children of Samuel and Betty
Kelsey. The records were sparse, and the family structure remained partly speculative. But the census,
naming patterns, and newly uncovered documentation provide the missing clarity.

Samuel Kelsey arrived in Sheldon about 1812 and is listed as head of household in both the 1820 and
1830 federal censuses. The 1820 Sheldon census records his household as containing:

* 1 male 45 and over — Samuel [b. 1756, age 64]

* 1female 45 and over — [probably his wife Betty b. 1757, age 63]
* 1 male 16-25 ~[probably Francis Hollister Kelsey b. 1797, age 21]
e 1female 16-25 ~[possibly Prudence Kelsey, b. 1802, age 18]

By 1820, the Kelseys’ older children had already married and left
home, which aligns perfectly with these remaining two young §>
adults. Based on age, timing, and other evidence, these individuals |

were almost certainly Francis Hollister Kelsey and Prudence { = ~;'-’;"‘,";"' , e
Kelsey. - %.‘,Wﬁ‘_,\f pACSL!
A
A fascinating twist emerged while piecing this together: Betty g o —
Hollister Kelsey had a daughter in 1802 and named her Prudence. f Q@EL‘J‘;»-,,:Q ¥
In that very same year, Betty’s younger sister, Prudence Hollister | .~ Ik 1 T '{ / &;‘;
Warner, also gave birth to a daughter —and named her Betsy E .':’J 1 ‘ e At
Hollister Warner. Betsy is the youthful form of Betty. This :E S0YS. H MS. 6D

reciprocal naming is not accidental; it reflects a well-documented
early American naming pattern that honored close relatives. Their
grandmother’s name, Prudence Frances Hollister, further
reinforces the family’s tradition of handing down these names
through the generations. Combined with the birth year of 1802, the
evidence strongly supports Prudence Kelsey Potter as a daughter =~ . =%
of Samuel and Betty. , .
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Another detail helps solidify the structure of the 1820 household.

The 1820 U.S. Census was officially taken on Monday, August 7, 1820. This date matters because
Sarah Kelsey, another previously unidentified child of Samuel and Betty, had married Julius Sykes on
April 2, 1820. By August, she was living with her husband and his children and therefore does not appear
in her parents’ household —precisely as the census shows. This timing confirms that the remaining young
woman listed with Samuel and Betty must be Prudence, completing the missing link in the Kelsey family
line.

With Prudence KELSEY Potter finally identified, a long-hidden branch of the Kelsey family tree has

emerged —an exciting find that reshapes everything previously known about this early pioneer family.

Copyright ©2025 Taina Armstrong Hoffman; Please credit the author when sharing this article.
The author can be reached at TainaHoffman@icloud.com
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Conrad Ulrich 1823-1883

By Taina Armstrong Hoffman

Conrad Ulrich’s life was shaped by motion—measured not only in miles, but in skill, discipline, and
endurance. Issued in the Kingdom of Wiirttemberg, Conrad’s travel book states his profession was
a Uhrmachergesell = a fully trained journeyman clockmaker and that he was born (gebiirtig aus) in
Talheim, district (Oberamts) of Tuttlingen.

The Wanderbuch: A Passport for a Working Life
Conrad carried with him a small but powerful document: a Wanderbuch.

A Wander-Buch—Tliterally “travel book”—was an official work-and-travel record issued by the state. For
craftsmen like Conrad, it functioned as a combination of:

epassport
eemployment record
echaracter reference
einternal visa

After completing an apprenticeship, a
tradesman was expected to go auf die
Wanderschaft—“on the road”—for
several years. This wandering period
served two purposes: it spread skilled
labor where it was needed, and it
ensured that craftsmen learned
regional techniques beyond their home
village.

The Wander Buch shown here—issued in Stuttgart—mames Conrad Ulrich, states his profession,
and records his legal right to move, work, and survive in a tightly regulated society. This confirms the
Wanderbuch was not casual paperwork. It was a state-controlled identity document,
enforced at the highest level of government in the Kingdom of Wiirttemberg.

Conrad was operating legally and officially within this system.

The next page is extraordinarily informative. It tells us exactly who Conrad Ulrich was
as a physical, legal, and social person in 1847, not just in name.
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{ Befdreibung ]
ber Perfon des Inhabers.

j Alter: < &y/" <ol
Grife: 5774 7

| Statur: Gl

, Angefit : f»’-’«‘; A/’/

’ Daare: i

| Stitne: e irer

Augbraunen: /;«7 ‘6/"7 ‘

: befondere Renneidhen:
A '//(MV.(»'

This is an official physical description, equivalent to a 19th-
century ID profile.

The absence of besondere Kennzeichen (“special marks”) indicates no
scars, deformities, or distinguishing features recorded by
authorities.

cal 1 pF SO His own signature confirms
X ARV 7 S literacy

c » f 1 /-g uw

d ,4/"/\.9) mw% v o W

eol wwZ  wow w Script is written in
( f S e O xp @ Kurrent.

Z 12¥
: ;é : 2; @ " ; % The h has a tall upstroke

with a loop

The loop often sits above
the midline

Beschreibung der Person des Inhabers . Description of the person of the holder

| Alter: 24 Jahre

{ GroBe: 5'9°4°” [5 FuB 9 Zoll 4 Linien]

 Statur: schlank

i Angesicht: linglich
Haare: braun

i Stirne: hoch

: Augbraunen: gerade
{ Augen: grau

{ Nase: groB8

: Wangen: voll
Mund: klein

i Zihne: gut

: Kinn: rund

! Beine: gerade

i besondere Kennzeichen:
i keine

Unterschrift des Reisenden:

i Konrad Ulrich

Age: 24 years

. Height: today’s equivalent of 5°6”- 5°7”
: Build: slender

: Face: long (elongated)
| Hair: brown

: Forehead: high

: Eyebrows: straight

: Eyes: gray

: Nose: large

i Cheeks: full

: Mouth: small

: Teeth: good

: Chin: round

: Legs: straight

Special identifying marks:
i none

: Signature of the traveler:

. Konrad Ulrich

N
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(page 9):
Destination and timing

What the handwritten German says (in substance):

It appears that Conrad was in Jaha

[Java?] 1844; ,,../?/y V7

Solo exploratory migration by young adult men,
followed by a return to arrange family emigration, was
a common and well-documented strategy among
German-speaking migrants in the 1840s.

The authorization is dated 12 June 1847

+ Issued and sealed by Royal Wiirttemberg authorities

The blue circular stamp is the official seal of the Royal
Wiirttemberg Oberamt Tuttlingen, applied to certify and
validate the emigration authorization recorded in Conrad
Ulrich’s Wanderbuch.

Large circular stamp (lower left)
An official Royal Wiirttemberg district / state seal.

What this page proves beyond doubt:

From this single spread, we know:

Conrad Ulrich left Wiirttemberg legally

He left at age 24

He was released from Wiirttemberg allegiance/
citizenship

His destination was New York

His intention was permanent settlement

His departure occurred in 1847, before the 1848 revolutions

: Conrad Ulrich’s decision to leave Wiirttemberg in 1847—at age
i twenty-four and with formal release from citizenship—reflects

: foresight rather than flight, placing his emigration at the critical
. moment just before political repression and revolution

{ transformed mobility from a right into a risk.
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Ths portrait of Conrad Ulrich likely dates to the late

1860s or early 1870s, depicting him in his mid-forties

established German-Amenican. tradesman.

In later years, Conrad Ulrich repurposed his
Wanderbuch as a family record, recording the
births of hus children and the death of an infant
—transforming a document of maigration into a
personal archive of memory.

to early fifties. His long face, prominent nose, gray eyes,
and high forehead closely match the physical description
recorded in hus 1847 Wanderbuch, while his full chin
beard and practical clothing reflect the style of a mature,

Although Conrad Ulrich was trained in Wiirttemberg as a

Journeyman clockmaker, U.S. census records from 1860’ through
1880 list hus occupation as farmer, reflecting his transition to land-
based livelihood and the American practice of recording current
economic activity rather than formal trade training

* 1860s Conrad Ulrich lived in Holland, NY

» 1870 Conrad Ulrich owned land in Sheldon, on Lot 25, R 4.
[52 acres] Census “neighbors” include: Shiltz, Kohler, Sloand,
Hyman, Brevot, Metzger and Hall.

o 1875 The Ulrichs lived in Sheldon

 In 1876 Conrad, his wife Catherine, and their younger children
removed to Wheatland, Mecosta, Michigan.

X US, City Directories, 1822-1995
O 3

" | TUTTLE, RANSM (Johnsonburvh) lot

29, R. 3, coop® 9y

Ulrltgh Conrad (Strykersvﬂle,) lot25 R. 4,
arm

Valtm John, (Sheldon,) lot 18, R. 4, farmer

Andreas [Andrew] born 2 December 1851
Anna Barbra born 29 July 1856

Magtalena born 6 November 1857

Wilhelm born 6 Jan 1861 died 18 Jun 1861
Johannes born 19 May 1863

[illegible] “George” bornl3 Jan 1865
Conrad born 19 Jan 1867

[also a daughter named “Katie” born 7 April 1874]

The 1880 census claims Andrew was born on the ocean
and was of foreign birth. The 1870 census states that Anna
Barbra, Magtalena, Johannes, George, and Conrad were all
born in N.X. Conrad’s father-in-law, Jacob Erion lived with
them.

Copyright ©2026 Taina Armstrong Hoffman; Please credit the author when sharing this article.
Photos of Wanderbuch courtesy of Robert Livesey, 2nd great grandson of Conrad Ulrich.
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Well Known Author Writes Book on Early Sheldon History
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In Memory of

John H. Knab, by Joan Knab

John F. & Gladys Glaser Almeter, by Kristen Almeter

Earl Bartz, by Ed & Barbara Logel

Robert Barvian and Mary Barvian Conrad, by Sharon
Moeller and Ed & Barbara Logel
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Simons, by Jeff & Mary Feinstein of

Alexandria, VA
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h PIONEER HISTORY

HOLLAND PURCHASE

WESTERN NEW YORK:
SOME ACCOUNT OF THE ANCIENT REMAINS;

68 DOCEDIATE PREDECESSORS, THE CONFEDERATED IROQUOIS, THEIR SYSTEM
OF GOVERNMENT, WARS, ETC.— A 18 OF COLONIAL HISTORY

SOME NOTICES OF THE BORDER WARS OF THE REVOLUTION !
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UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE HOLLAND COMPANY;

Sheldon Center

By Jeanne Mest
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A Protestant Episcopal church was established in Sheldon, in
1811. 'The first church wardens were Joshua Mitchell and Fitch
Chipman; the vestrymen were:—John Rolph, John W. Coleman,
Seneca Reed, James Case, Philo Welton, James Ward. This was
the first Episcopal church organized upon the Purchase. Bishop
Hobart has visited this church when there was no other west of
Allen’s Hill, Ontario county, in his diocess.
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Early Recollections in the Town of Sheldon
by Orson Warren
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Theodore Martin General Merchandise Ed G. Riter General Merchandise

The Martin Store and the Riter Store were the same building. Riter evidently owned it later, due to the gas pump.
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SHELDON CENTER, Nov. 1, 1860 Large gathering of several hundred Republicans

WYOMING COUNTY including Wide Awakes. Bands played, dignitaries spoke,

November 1, 1860 many attended from nearby towns. They are hopeful for a
good turnout on Election Day. The Democrats and the Know
Editors of Morning Express: Nothings had a small turnout to their meeting.
The largest gathering of Republicans ever
seen in our town has been held here this
afternoon and evening. The people were
out in their majesty. :
Speeches were made by Hon. Augustus The Wide Awakes were a) ppfwerf
Frank, our Member of Congress, Hon. g‘g ‘r’ng ;n;e 3 :1 : ”C otnhsei . It\l? rntg h odf” r Iy Lgu ntg r
W.J. Humphrey, L.W. Smith and Thomas massive,1 torchlight paradesb| to
Corlet, Esqr_s. and the Repubslizaer Waplt gt Soframt i
Henry Barthig, Esq. of Buffalo, addressed helping elect Lincoln and g}l vV a
the Germans, who turned out in numbers. the CiWehrWag.distinctive unifo
A large force of Wide Awakers, accompanied vi si bl e, militaristic, alnd||di s
by the Warsaw and Attica brass bands, werel el ectri fied the election, ncr e
present, from Warsaw, Attica, Bennington ment , and demonstrated t |nje C
and Wales. The Republicans of Sheldon are| s ent iMeenmmbte.r s wore black capegfs, c
feeling well over their meeting, numbering l'anterns or torches, creatifnrg s
as it did several hundred people, morethan | used symbols |ike axesRa(rnefere
one hundred being Wide Awakers. Spleizmer 0per 2yes (0 E0 - U
goals were to support Lincgqg|n,

Sheldon will give a good account of herself speech and mobilize voters, fpar
on Tuesday next.
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BICENTENNIAL PLANS

The Town of Sheldon Bilcentennial Commite
ee s plasning to erect 2 memorial to all mer
from the Town who fought in any coaflict in
the service of the U S A, from 1776. This
will be at Sheldon Cemter, An American Fag
domated by Barber Conable and also a Bleen-
tennial Flag domated by the Committee of
the State of New York will be flown from a
flag pole erected at this site. The public is
invited to attend this service which will be
May 30, Asyone wishing to do 80 can join
the Wyoming Co. Wagon Trals scheduled for
this summer.

$00ET ¢ OEA "EAATOATTEAI h B3EAIATT #AT OAO xA
7AO0 - Ai T OEAI ET 3EAIAITS 1111 ¢ xEOE EO AAEID
i AOEO Al Ei DT OOAT® BEOOI DESOEAEADAT AOOEAT A
OEAO AAI AAOCAOGET I xAO 1T EEA AT A ET x xA Al Ol

Varysburg

Sunday, May 30, the Town of Sheldon
celebrated its Bicentennial Day. A cere-
mony, dedicating a brong plaque, %.
pole and flags was held at Sheldon
Guest speakers were: Barber Conable,
Dale Volker, Vincent Graber, John wu-
son and Earl Dominesey.

After the dedication, a Bicentennial par-
ade, proceeded from the site to Sheldon,
where there was a judging of beards and
costumes at St. Cecelia’s,

A chicken barbeque was held together
with many booths. A dance was held in
the evening in the church sheds.

The Bicentennial Committee of the Town
of Sheldon would like to thank everyone
who had any part in making the eventful

day so wonderful and memorable.
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ntax I OKAO1SY |0l NbSIljdzS gAff 6 S
ASNSRd® | RIFEyOS Aa aOKSRdzZ SR G ot ad

Sheldon Bicentennial
Events Are On Sunday

VARYSBURG—The Town of
Sheldon (s celebrating the
Bicentermial Sandey st Sheldon
Center. Dedication of fags and

Casmans asfendsd the Licea
Club convestlon owver the

) O B

plague wil be st I pm,
followed by & parade of foats,
ele

The costume and beard
judging will take place after the
parade ol 5L Cecilia’s hall. AL 4
pom there will be a chicken
barbecue snd & dance will be
Fromm ¥ ko | with musde by Junior
Victor's band Yaryshurg will
have several floals im the
parade

R ——

Mir. and Mrs. Kenneth Becker
wers guests of Mr. and Mry
Albert Lefort of Strykersvills,
Mr amd Mra Heineman were
furats of Mr and Mrs. Everell

Emiit of West Barre.

Mra. Bea Heenasm refurmed
home after 8 trip to 81 Croix in
the Yirgin [alands.

Mr and Mrs Lioyd Clark and
Mr. and Mry Floyd Cham-

Eserlakn Illl ‘um.d' Mr asd

Eorl Dominesey, Sheldon Town Supervisor, speck-
ing ot Sheldon bicentennial festivities Memorial
Doy weekend.
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May 30,2026 dA Community Celebration at Sheldon Center
Dedication of Newly Updat 8l dnReeaoat u&i dMe mo y|i
We wi | | have Speci al Speaker s, Digni targ]i
Ti me Capsul e, Refreshments & Fu
On May 30, 1976, dBRiirciengt edme railcca a memor i al bolyl
names of the known Revolutionary War Soldiers
very special celebration.
No w, 50 years later, we wil/ meet there again
to stand alongside the original, l'isting the n
not included in the original memori al . Our hilg
these names, which deserve to be remembered aljg
[ 3 TN Tk S 4
The site of the_RevqutWM&_}.m,x, —— ~der
is on a small piece of ii - d ot
the town for this ur p or ’ la mi |l
PuT P ona | oy OF THE FOLLOWIG,
They owned the home on @& 3ol ;aop'mansvvbwﬂ X
e nct o MR ur e Mo | aon iz Towi OF SHELDON
intersection of Route 7 A - d,
1 JEREDRERREER]
across from the town ha%y - JO3EM LAHLEH
SO} bk SOUDHLAY
muuu?)“:‘l:m
1 ) s
With the help of our : 4 souih uosiad il we
hope to add some benct. R L COBY PHETECUE S
beds along with the nel# . | '#,,f’,g.},; 3 ?
this historic site a we.. R N T ito
well as the community. & ~ o%awil potray L
P Uk 'ms
B e iddag |
Volunteers are needed i .,‘Lao';‘.‘l'v;':"r';’{gan
wel comed. Fl owers and BN > fnuan 1o ls
s REUNET !
may be donated. Vo L URTHUSE 1fyas S B
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It G sthoo | ate to be pagfrt c
AMERI®BBA250TH Committepl W
would |l ove to have you|r h
our plans, so feel frele t
us any ti me. Vol unt egfr s
We will be having variopjs ev
Here are just a few:

AnOLD TYME Be@WNEeE@Gber 12 |with
Old Fashioned Games, Fopld an
the | awn at Farmcraft Brlewer
an Armhdrican ®Bradition
an Apple Pie Contest & Ajucti

|

OnOctober 3 wélwWNIEIERhavg]|a
CEMETERY TGoUfRRe meet t own
founders and Patriots. Livi

e -"'*’, with interpSéergkerawith
ﬁ_]OlNTHECHEBRA”ON-k. Pioneer Cemetery. Let up| kno

£
""Pﬂ"adGS&EVe"[5’ ﬂ"‘}“ t o dr ess up and portray o ne
# Local History Displays! . .
& Fun for the Whole Family! g i¥ I'n November , Bwer i | Bebanfp
*‘ s " and Bar,beaxtuet he Flip Sid¢.

11*)

We wi | | al so have a flopft in
Fire@meRarade & the Wyomiphg C
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Sheldon Historical Society Membership

'Being & memberof the Sheldon Historical Society means being
peéirf’gﬁ J)F]e§eé(vcin history. Your dues and donations help maintain
quE rRUggUMAN4 hi qgiq@? artifacts and contribute to scholarships.
As a member, you may vote and receive newsletters at no cost. The
> rhembershipeyear % from July4 $hrough the following June 30.
! Please renew yearly and let us know of any address changes.
a g d ceadr 1 © |§)

h oI Yoy are gurrently a member, we thank you for your support!
Mary Ann Metzger,
EPIéaswsendVaocheclﬂ piéabre %o the Sheldon Historical Society to

l'ease se gbg) BbX122, Sfrykersville, NY 14145
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